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Week Ending Friday, March 22, 1996

Remarks at a Ceremony Celebrating
Saint Patrick’s Day With Prime
Minister John Bruton of Ireland and
an Exchange With Reporters
March 15, 1996

President Clinton. Mr. Prime Minister,
welcome back to the White House.

Prime Minister Bruton. Thank you. And
now may I present this bowl of shamrock.

President Clinton. Thank you. It’s very
beautiful. We’re delighted to have you here,
and we’d be glad for you to make whatever
remarks you’d like.

Prime Minister Bruton. Mr. President,
first of all, this gift of a bowl of shamrock
symbolizes an Irish greeting. And it’s a greet-
ing, first and foremost, which says thank you,
thank you to the United States for making
a home for so many generations of Irish peo-
ple who have come here to participate in the
greatest democracy in the world.

It’s also a way at this particular time of
saying thank you to you personally for your
contribution to giving us peace in Ireland.
The 17 months of the cease-fire during which
so many lives were saved, those 17 months
would never have come were it not for the
courage that you showed and the interest that
you took in bringing peace to Ireland. Your
interest gave confidence to peacemakers in
Ireland, and that interest is something that
I believe will be crucial in bringing peace
back to Ireland now that it has been, unfortu-
nately, interrupted.

I believe that the important thing we need
to reestablish the cease-fire has already been
achieved. That is the setting of a fixed date
for all-party talks, the 10th of June of this
year. As we know, those who are concerned
about progress in Northern Ireland, those
who are concerned from a Republican per-
spective, a Nationalist perspective, that ade-
quate progress was not being made, were de-
manding consistently the setting of a fixed
and unconditional date for talks. That date

has now been set. The talks will start on the
10th of June.

Meanwhile, difficult discussions are taking
place mapping out the route towards the
talks, the various things that need to be done
so that talks will start in the best possible
atmosphere on the 10th of June. I want to
stress that the only qualification required of
any party for participation in those talks is
that they should not support a campaign of
violence. Thus the only qualification required
for something that we want very much, which
is full Sinn Fein participation in these talks,
is the reinstatement of the cease-fire. And
I ask the IRA to reinstate the cease-fire so
that Sinn Fein will be able to take their
unique and deserved part in the talks that
will be starting on the 10th of June.

I want to say also, from the point of view
of the Irish Government, that it is extremely
important that these talks, when they start
on the 10th of June, do not become
logjammed on one item. Of course, the issue
of the decommissioning of arms and the very
important and difficult questions that were
so lucidly dealt with by Senator George
Mitchell in his report, of course those are
critical issues which must be dealt with in
the talks from the very outset and dealt with
in a serious way. But I want to say that, from
the point of view of the Irish Government,
and we will be participating fully in these
talks, we’re not willing to allow any one item,
be it decommissioning or anything else, to
prevent progress on other items. We want
to see a total and comprehensive engagement
on all of the issues across all of the problems
by all of the parties.

And I want to stress that the goal of these
talks is truly ambitious. It is a comprehensive
agreement, not an internal settlement within
Northern Ireland, a comprehensive settle-
ment dealing with the relations between Brit-
ain and Ireland, dealing with relations be-
tween Northern Ireland and the rest of Ire-
land, and of course, instituting justice within
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Northern Ireland and fairness within North-
ern Ireland itself.

What we’re aiming at in that three-strand-
ed approach is a system of government for
the people of Northern Ireland to which both
communities can give equal allegiance. All
throughout the world where problems of this
nature exist, where there are two commu-
nities mixed together with differing national
allegiances, the tendency has been in the past
for one community to be predominant and
the other to be subordinate. What we’re look-
ing for in Ireland is something different. It
is a system of government where both com-
munities will feel equal, where both will have
the same loyalty to the institutions each share
and each live under. That’s something which
I believe that deserves to happen; it deserves
to happen in this generation.

And I recollect, when I first came to this
house, and you, Mr. President—I’ve given
you some shamrock today—you made me a
presentation of a book which was entitled
‘‘How the Irish Saved Civilization.’’ It was
about the role of Irish monks in preserving
learning during the Dark Ages after the fall
of the Roman Empire. And it quite properly,
I think, indicated your realization that we of
Irish heritage have a capacity to do some
things that affect the whole world.

And it’s my view that if we in Ireland can
devise political institutions, form a society
where you have two communities with radi-
cally different allegiances, and let us not min-
imize the differences of allegiance that exist
between Unionists and Nationalists, if we
have the imagination, the spirit, and the con-
fidence to devise institutions in these talks
that will start on the 10th of June, I believe
that we, Irish people and people of Irish her-
itage, will again be contributing a model to
the world, a beacon of hope to the world
similar to the one to which you drew my at-
tention when you presented me with that
most excellent book.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.
President Clinton. Thank you very much

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. Bruton, members
of the Irish delegation. Senator Mitchell, it’s
good to have you back. And I want to thank
you in the beginning for the beautiful Irish
crystal and the shamrocks. Especially this
year, I need a shamrock or two—[laugh-

ter]—and I will try to put them only to public
use. [Laughter]

When the Prime Minister hosted me in
Ireland last year at Dublin Castle in a room
called St. Patrick’s Hall, it struck me that he
would be back here for St. Patrick’s Day. And
I’m glad to have him back in this house which
was itself designed by an Irishman more than
200 years ago, especially since one in four
of all American Presidents trace their roots
back to Ireland.

I want to thank the Prime Minister for
being here especially this year because of the
extraordinary physical efforts he has made in
the last few days. He first accepted my invita-
tion, along with President Mubarak of Egypt,
to join us at Sharm al-Sheikh in Egypt. So
he has been to Egypt just in the last couple
of days before coming here. And I know he
was at an event last night and made a speech.
So we certainly can attest to his physical
stamina, as well as his leadership ability, and
to the evidence that this gives once again to
Ireland’s willingness to stand for peace, not
only within Ireland and in Northern Ireland
but throughout the world. And that’s some-
thing that all of us are very grateful for.

I also want to take this opportunity to
thank you in front of the American people
for the wonderful way you made me and the
First Lady feel at home when we were in
Ireland. I will never forget that great sea of
Irish and American flags on College Green
in Dublin. And I will also never forget that
I have not yet collected on my golf game
at Ballybunion. [Laughter] I expect to be
back there as soon as I can.

I thank you for also recognizing the impor-
tance of the historic bonds between our
countries. This Nation is flooded with Irish-
Americans in every walk of life, contributing
mightily to our welfare and to our future.
And just as Irish-Americans love our own
country, we also love the land of our ances-
tors. So there is a fervent and deep desire
in this country to do what we can to support
the peace that took root in Northern Ireland
a year and a half ago, to see it grow stronger,
to see it endure. I want to thank two Irish-
Americans who have worked so hard for that,
our Ambassador, Jean Kennedy Smith, and
Senator Mitchell. I thank them for their ef-
forts.
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Let me say that when I was in Northern
Ireland last year—the American people have
heard me say this repeatedly, but I want to
repeat it again—the thing that impressed me
most was the obvious deep desire of people
in both communities for peace. It was over-
whelming. It was palpable. It was loud. It
was unambiguous. It was exuberant. It was
determined. It seems to me that that alone
is enough to send a message to those who
would resort to bombs and bullets that their
ways are the ways of the past and that the
people cannot be denied the future they have
decided upon.

So I want to salute again the Prime Min-
ister for all the work he has done to move
the peace process forward, from the joint
framework document to the twin-track proc-
ess with Prime Minister Major. He has
shown that he’s willing to take risks for peace,
and he’s achieved some significant break-
throughs for which we’re all grateful.

In the aftermath of the terrible bombings
in London, his courage and his commitment
are making a difference again. The February
28th announcement by the Irish and British
Governments was truly a milestone achieve-
ment. It sets a firm date for all-party talks
on the future of Northern Ireland. And that
is the goal we have been working for; June
10th, a firm date, is the goal we have been
working for. Violence has no place in this
process.

I applaud what the Prime Minister said
today: The cease-fire must be restored. It
must be restored because it is a right and
decent and honorable thing to do. And it
must be restored because, as the Prime Min-
ister said, that is the only way the talks can
be inclusive. And unless everybody is in-
volved in all-party talks, unless the all-party
talks are all-party talks, that process cannot
truly go forward. I want to commend the
Loyalist leaders on the restraint they have
shown at a time of significant challenge and
for working to maintain the cease-fire in the
face of the recent assaults.

We want to do all we can here to sustain
the momentum for peace. We want to work
closely with Prime Minister Bruton and his
colleagues, with John Major and the British
Government, with all the parties involved to
support their efforts to end the violence and

move the process forward. We can’t allow
anyone to hijack the future of peace in
Northern Ireland. We can’t allow anyone to
deny the children their hopes and the just
destiny they should have.

Again let me say, I will do everything I
can to support this process. The Prime Min-
ister and I had a very good meeting before
coming out here. I think we are in clear and
complete accord on how we should proceed.

And finally, let me thank again—the
American people should know that there is
no country in the world that has contributed
more consistently over the last several dec-
ades to peace in other parts of the world than
Ireland. And I thank them for the work that
they have done. From Lebanon to Cyprus
to Bosnia, the Irish are always there to take
on the most demanding issues in the rest of
the world.

They have made an important contribution
to the international police task force in
Bosnia, which is now led by an Irish commis-
sioner. And I certainly look forward to work-
ing with Prime Minister Bruton when Ire-
land assumes the European Presidency in
July. Even to Americans who are not Irish,
I would say to you, with Ireland making so
many labors for peace in so many places in
the world more consistently over more years
than any other nation in the world, it is the
obligation of the United States to work hard
to help to achieve peace in Northern Ireland.
We are going to do some good work. I think
we are going to prevail.

And so on this happy day for all Irish-
Americans, I thank you for remembering the
book that I gave you. I read it with great
fascination. It gives every Irish person in the
world a unique set of bragging rights.
[Laughter] And on this day of bragging
rights, Mr. Prime Minister, I am delighted
to welcome you and all of your delegation
back to Washington.

Thank you very much.

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, how far can your admin-

istration go in helping to guarantee that the
talks will actually take place on the date stip-
ulated and that there will be progress after
that?
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President Clinton. I’m not sure how to
answer your question in the sense that I don’t
know that any country can guarantee the re-
sults of a peace process within another coun-
try. I can tell you that Senator Mitchell is
still on the case, and we are still on the case,
and we plan to reach out to all the parties,
to stay in touch with all of them, and to make
our views known and to do whatever we can
to support the disciplined, coordinated, and,
we believe, proper approach that has been
announced by the Prime Minister and by
Prime Minister Major on February 28th. My
own view is if we can start the all-party talks
and all the parties are part of the all-party
talks, which means we have to restore the
cease-fire, and then if all issues are ap-
proached in good faith and in a comprehen-
sive and disciplined fashion, the chances of
a successful outcome are pretty good.

You know, again, it’s not for me to com-
ment on the substance of these things, but
it seems to me that if you look at the dif-
ferences between the parties on a lot of these
matters about what life for the people of
Northern Ireland would look like on the
other side of this process, those gaps are not
too difficult to bridge. I have seen wider gulfs
bridged just in my time here in the White
House.

So I believe that the real problem is over-
coming this enormous accumulation of dis-
trust, the emotional scars and baggage of the
past, and the belief that somehow somebody
is going to be tricked by somebody else into
an outcome in which one side gets what it
wants and the other side is left standing at
the station. I think if we can overcome that
and get this process started with everybody
in good faith, that the actual facts of the mat-
ter can be resolved. That’s what I believe.

Q. Mr. President, if you had an oppor-
tunity to directly address the seven people
on the ruling body of the IRA, as opposed
to Gerry Adams, these people who have total
mistrust and distrust of the British adminis-
tration, what would you be saying to them
to convince them that they should trust John
Major and the British administration at this
point in time?

President Clinton. Well, first of all I
would say to them, you don’t have to trust
them at all. You can take these things as they

come. But I can say that the United States,
that our involvement here presumes the in-
tegrity of any agreement which would be
made, and that what you ought to do is to
realize that all you do, as every poll shows,
is weaken your case among Irish, whether
they’re Catholics or Protestants, every time
you blow up a building and kill somebody
when we can get these talks started with peo-
ple representing you and your views in the
talks.

There’s no—you don’t have to all of a sud-
den start trusting people. You just have to
show up, start, go to work, and if your rep-
resentatives and people who have the same
concerns that you do reach an agreement in
good faith, then it will be very hard for that
agreement not to be carried, first of all, be-
cause the United States has placed its good
faith, if you will, in the ultimate outcome of
the product and, secondly, because the whole
world is looking at this. You can’t go through
an agreement like this, come out and have
everybody say, okay, these are the following
six things we’re going to do, and then see
it come a cropper. I mean, that’s what I
would say to them.

I’m not asking all these people to start
trusting each other and loving each other
overnight. That’s not what all-party talks are
about. All-party talks are about everybody
shows up; here’s the agenda; here are the
four or five items we have to resolve; you
go to work on them. If you don’t resolve
them, you certainly haven’t lost anything. If
you do resolve them, you have perhaps given
yourselves and everybody else a chance to
walk away from a terrible way of spending
your life toward a more fruitful future for
your children.

Q. Mr. Clinton, how confident are you that
the IRA will listen to your words and the
other impassioned words that have been ad-
dressed to them?

President Clinton. I don’t know the an-
swer to that. I just know that if you look at—
what’s happened in the past hasn’t worked.
What’s happened in the last couple of years
has a chance of working. And the people
whose lives are most affected prefer peace
to war and prefer progress to violence.

And I would say again, if you look at the
substantive differences here, yes, there’s the
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decommissioning issue that has to be ad-
dressed and has to be resolved. Senator
Mitchell did a very good job, I thought, of
dealing with that whole issue. But if you look
at the other—the sort of governance ques-
tions, the questions about how the people
in Northern Ireland will live, how do you as-
sure that everybody will be treated with dig-
nity, that everybody will be treated fairly, that
everybody will have their say, those issues,
it seems to me, can be resolved.

There is nothing to be lost here by taking
a leap of faith. You know, everybody can al-
ways go back to behaving in the terrible way
they once behaved. I mean, you know,
there’s nothing—that’s true, by the way, of
every human being in the world—every time
somebody decides to try to make a change
in his or her life, one of the things you always
know is, if the change fails, you can always
go back to doing what you were doing. If
it’s ultimately unsatisfying, if it leads to a
dead end what is to be lost in trying? Noth-
ing, nothing.

That’s the argument I make: It’s in every-
one’s self-interest to go forward. It is in no
one’s self-interest to keep their foot on the
brakes of this process.

Q. At what level, Mr. President, is your
administration in contact with Sinn Fein or
the IRA?

President Clinton. I think the only thing
that’s appropriate for me to say to you, sir,
is that we have worked hard over this entire
process to maintain what we thought was an
appropriate level of communication with the
parties involved. And that’s all I think I
should say about it.

Q. Do you feel that the administration’s
allowing Gerry Adams to enter this country
at this time has been beneficial for the peace
process?

President Clinton. Yes. If I didn’t think
so, I wouldn’t have done it.

Q. Thank you.
President Clinton. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Finola Bruton, wife of Prime
Minister Bruton; former Senator George J. Mitch-
ell, Special Assistant to the President for Northern
Ireland; Prime Minister John Major of the United
Kingdom; and Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams.

This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Reception Celebrating
Saint Patrick’s Day
March 15, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
And welcome to the White House. Happy
Saint Patrick’s Day. To the Taoiseach and
Mrs. Bruton and all of our friends from Ire-
land and my fellow Americans, we are de-
lighted to have you here with us again. To
our friends from Northern Ireland, party
leaders John Hume, David Trimble, John
Alderdice; the Lord Mayor of Londonderry,
John Kerr, thank you for traveling all this way
to be part of this celebration.

To Senator Mitchell and Ambassador Jean
Kennedy Smith, and to all the Irish-Ameri-
cans here who have played a special role in
strengthening the bonds between our peo-
ples, let me say to you a very special thank
you and urge you to redouble your efforts
in the days and months ahead.

I want to say a special word of apprecia-
tion, too, to the Irish-American members of
our administration, our Secretary of Edu-
cation Richard Riley; the Director of the
Peace Corps, Mark Gearan. And General
McCaffrey is here; I take it he’s elevating
his Irish roots today, our new drug czar. And
since our trip to Ireland, the Secretary of
Commerce, Ron Brown, has asked for honor-
ary designation—[laughter]—leaving himself
open to all sorts of unusual historical analo-
gies. [Laughter]

I want to say to all of you it’s no secret
that Hillary and I love this time of year. This
day got off to a very promising start; the
Taoiseach gave me a bowl of shamrocks. It
had two benefits. First of all, this being an
election year, I need all the shamrocks I can
get. [Laughter] And secondly, this is the one
day of the year when I am more green than
the Vice President. [Laughter]

When Hillary and I came home from Ire-
land, I told her that I didn’t know whether
I would ever have 2 such days like that again
in this lifetime, but if I didn’t, I couldn’t
imagine two better ones anyway. I will never
forget the waving sea of Irish and American
flags at College Green in Dublin, never for-
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get the relatives I met at the pub in Dublin.
[Laughter] I’ve gotten used to meeting unex-
pected relatives in this job and—[laughter]—
it was nice to meet some I was genuinely
glad to see.

We can’t wait to return President Robin-
son’s hospitality when she comes to Washing-
ton in June. And we think that today we
ought to take just a moment once again to
celebrate the ties that bind us together.

In countless ways, Irish-Americans have
helped to form the core of the American
identity, proving that our diversity is our
strength and reminding us that becoming an
American does not mean forgetting your
roots. Now all Americans of Irish heritage
have a great responsibility, for in the land
of our ancestors, the future is at a crossroads,
and each of us must do our part to safeguard
the promise of peace.

Over the last year, all of us who care about
peace in Northern Ireland have shared some
dramatic highs and lows. For us here in
America it has been an emotional roller
coaster. For us here in Washington it has as
well. And I would be remiss if I didn’t say
a special word of thanks to the bipartisan
congressional delegation of Irish-Americans
who have supported the efforts of this admin-
istration to forward the cause of peace in Ire-
land.

Many of them went with the First Lady
and me to Ireland, where we shared the
crowds in Belfast and Derry, the courage of
young Catherine Hamill and David Sterrit
as they joined hands to tell the world what
peace meant to them. And we were all sad-
dened and outraged by the bombs in London
that killed innocent people and threatened
the peace on which so many hopes are riding.

Now, more than ever, we have to support
the people of Northern Ireland who have
made already and clearly the choice for
peace, for dialog over division and for hope
over fear. The enemies of peace have fallen
back on the bullet and the bomb, but we
must go forward.

Over the last 3 years I have made an hon-
est effort to listen to all sides of this story,
and I have come to the conclusion that in
Northern Ireland, as I have seen in the Mid-
dle East and Bosnia, in so many places
around the world, the deepest divide is not

between those with opposing backgrounds or
faiths or even opposing views. Instead it is
between those who are willing to find a way
to reconcile their differences in peace and
those who still wish to clench their fists, those
who look to the future and those who are
trapped in the past.

Will we teach our children to define them-
selves in terms of what they are for or what
they are against? Will we teach them to de-
fine themselves in terms of what they can
become or the limits that have been put on
them by their shared pasts, to be proud of
who they are or to look down on those who
are different from them? These are the deci-
sions that face people all over the world, and
they face the people of Northern Ireland.

I know and you know, everyone who saw
the faces and heard the shouts of the people
in the Shankill and the Falls know that the
people of Northern Ireland had chosen
peace. And America must support them until
they find that peace. And so, on behalf of
the United States, that is the commitment
I make again today to the Taoiseach and the
people of Northern Ireland and to the Prime
Minister and the British Government.

The February 28th announcement by the
Irish and the British Governments is truly
a milestone achievement, and we strongly
support setting a firm date for all-party talks.
Violence has no place. The cease-fire must
be restored. That is the only way these talks
can be inclusive, the only way they can be
all-party talks.

We Americans who proudly call ourselves
Irish must speak with one voice on this issue.
We must stand with those who long for last-
ing peace. We must stand with those who
have broken with the past and who are work-
ing for a better future for their children.

And so on this Saint Patrick’s Day, I ask
Irish-Americans of all traditions to remember
the spirit of the saint whose faith triumphed
over violence and suspicion and to join me
in a moment of silence and rededication for
the peace in Northern Ireland.

Thank you very much. Happy Saint Pat-
rick’s Day. God bless you all, and please wel-
come the Prime Minister.

[At this point, Prime Minister Bruton made
remarks.]
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President Clinton. Before we go down
to the receiving line, I want to say something
to you. Our piper, Mr. Blair, and his wife
prepared the song that we marched down
the stairs to. It’s called ‘‘Ireland at Peace.’’
And they did it in a way, fulfilling the respon-
sibility that each American has, of Irish herit-
age, to support that. I thought it was a re-
markable thing that he and his wife did. It
was a lovely melody. You heard it when we
came down the stairs. And I’d like for you
to give him a hand. [Applause]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Mary Robinson of Ire-
land. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue.

Executive Order 12992—President’s
Council on Counter-Narcotics
March 15, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including section 301
of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished the President’s Council on Counter-
Narcotics (‘‘Council’’).

Sec. 2. Membership. The Council shall
comprise the:

(a) President, who shall serve as Chairman
of the Council;

(b) Vice President;
(c) Secretary of State;
(d) Secretary of the Treasury;
(e) Secretary of Defense;
(f) Attorney General;
(g) Secretary of Transportation;
(h) Representative of the United States of

America to the United Nations;
(i) Director of the Office of Management

and Budget;
(j) Chief of Staff to the President;
(k) Director of National Drug Control Pol-

icy;
(l) Director of Central Intelligence;
(m) Assistant to the President for National

Security Affairs;
(n) Counsel to the President;

(o) Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; and
(p) National Security Advisor for the Vice

President.
As applicable, the Council shall also comprise
the Secretary of Health and Human Services;
the Secretary of Education; and the Assistant
to the President for Domestic Policy and
such other officials of the departments and
agencies as the President may, from time to
time, designate.

Sec. 3. Meetings of the Council. The Presi-
dent, or upon his direction, the Vice Presi-
dent, may convene meetings of the Council.
The President shall preside over meetings of
the Council, provided that in his absence, the
Vice President will preside. The Council will
meet at least quarterly.

Sec. 4. Functions. (a) The functions of the
Council are to advise and assist the President
in: (1) providing direction and oversight for
the national drug control strategy, including
relating drug control policy to other national
security interests and establishing priorities;
and (2) ensuring coordination among depart-
ments and agencies concerning implementa-
tion of the President’s national drug control
strategy.

(b) The Director of National Drug Control
Policy will continue to be the senior drug
control policy official in the executive branch
and the President’s chief drug control policy
spokesman.

(c) In matters affecting national security
interests, the Director of National Drug Con-
trol Policy shall work in conjunction with the
Assistant to the President for National Secu-
rity Affairs.

Sec. 5. Administration. (a) The Council
may utilize established or ad hoc committees,
task forces, or interagency groups chaired by
the Director of National Drug Control Policy
or his representative, in carrying out its func-
tions under this order.

(b) The staff of the Office of National
Drug Control Policy, in coordination with the
staffs of the Vice President and the Assistant
to the President for National Security Affairs,
shall act as staff for the Council.

(c) All executive departments and agencies
shall cooperate with the Council and provide
such assistance, information, and advice as
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the Council may request, to the extent per-
mitted by law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 15, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:06 a.m., March 18, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 19. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Statement on Signing the Tenth
Continuing Resolution
March 15, 1996

Today, I have signed into law H.J. Res.
163, the Tenth Continuing Resolution for fis-
cal 1996.

H.J. Res. 163 provides for a temporary ex-
tension of appropriations—March 16th
through March 22nd—for activities funded
in four of the five appropriations bills that
have not been enacted into law. The District
of Columbia receives no new Federal funds,
but retains authority to use local funds.

It is regrettable that I must sign yet an-
other continuing resolution. However, Con-
gress still has not passed five of this year’s
thirteen appropriations bills in acceptable
form, so this measure is necessary to prevent
a third government shutdown.

We are now nearly halfway through the
fiscal year. Continuing uncertainty over fund-
ing levels and authorities has impaired the
ability of our Federal agencies and State and
local governments to provide critical services
to the public.

I urge Congress to meet its responsibilities
by sending me legislation for the remaining
fiscal 1996 appropriations bills in an accept-
able form. I have made it clear to the Con-
gress what changes need to be made to make
them acceptable.

The purpose of those changes is to ensure,
as we work to balance the budget and control
discretionary spending, that we protect our
nation’s investments in education, the envi-
ronment, law enforcement, and technology.

Unfortunately, while the Senate has made
improvements, the current House and Sen-

ate versions of an omnibus appropriations bill
for the remainder of the year still do not pro-
tect these national priorities. Moreover, they
contain harmful and unacceptable legislative
riders affecting the environment and other
issues.

We have a responsibility to the American
people to act together to resolve our dif-
ferences. I am committed to doing so. I urge
the Congress to act quickly to enact accept-
able appropriations legislation for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 15, 1996.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 163, approved March 15, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–116. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 16, 1996

Good morning. I have recently returned
from an historic meeting in the Middle East.
Twenty-nine leaders from the region and
around the world came together in support
of peace and against terrorism. Our summit
was called to confront an urgent threat. Re-
cent terrorist atrocities in Israel have taken
scores of innocent lives, including those of
two young Americans. They have jeopardized
the hopes of Israelis and Palestinians who
long for peace, and they menace the dreams
of all the mothers and fathers there who seek
a better life for their children.

But the merchants of terror will not suc-
ceed. By their acts of violence they have only
reinforced the determination of the peace-
makers. Whatever the effort, whatever the
time it takes, we will prevail because we
must.

The violence in Israel is a terrible re-
minder of the challenges we all face to pro-
tect the security of our Nation and our peo-
ple. For while we live in an age of great possi-
bility, we face new perils as well. Open soci-
eties and open markets are on the march.
And the dawn of the information age is creat-
ing exciting new opportunities to build a
brighter future. But as barriers fall the free-
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dom and openness that make our Nation
strong can also make us vulnerable. The free-
dom and openness that will bring Americans
almost 3 million new jobs in the next few
years in telecommunications alone, spurred
on by the telecommunications bill I signed
just a few weeks ago, also mean that our
democratic societies which have to be open
to new people and products and information
are also more vulnerable because they’re
open to threats that all too easily can cross
national borders.

Terrorism is a part of the growing web of
threats that include the spread of weapons
of mass destruction, drug trafficking, and or-
ganized crime. I have made our fight against
terrorism a national security priority. And in
order to defeat these forces of destruction,
we need every tool at our disposal. The Unit-
ed States maintains strong sanctions on states
that sponsor terrorism. We have stepped up
cooperation with other nations to root out
terrorists before they act and to capture them
when they do. We have increased funding,
manpower, and training for our law enforce-
ment agencies to combat terrorism. And our
efforts are yielding results.

We made swift arrests after the attacks on
the World Trade Center and Oklahoma City.
Today those responsible for the World Trade
Center bombing are behind bars. In the last
3 years the United States has arrested more
terrorists than at any time in our history,
plucking them from hiding all around the
world and bringing them to justice for their
crimes. This progress is dramatic, but we
must do more.

Yet on the same day I was in the Middle
East rallying the world community to fight
terrorism, some in Congress, led by Repub-
licans, were taking apart piece by piece the
tough legislation designed to beat back that
very threat. More than a year ago I sent a
bill to Congress that would strengthen our
ability to investigate, prosecute, and punish
terrorist activity. After the Oklahoma City
bombing I made that legislation even strong-
er. My efforts were guided by three firm
goals: first, to protect American lives without
infringing on American rights; second, to give
law enforcement officials the tools they need
to do the job; and third, to make sure that
terrorists are barred from our country.

The congressional leaders promised to
send me that bill by last Memorial Day, 6
weeks after the Oklahoma City tragedy. The
Senate passed counterterrorism legislation
last June. But now, less than 6 weeks before
the anniversary of the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing, the House has finally acted to gut the
bill. The House took the teeth out of our
efforts to fight terrorism. Unbelievably, the
House voted to give law enforcement offi-
cials fewer tools to fight terrorism than they
have to fight far less horrible crimes here
at home.

First, the bill had a provision to chemically
mark the explosive materials terrorists use to
build their deadly bombs. If we know where
explosives come from, we have a better
chance of figuring out who used them. The
House voted to strip this law enforcement
tool because for some reason the Washington
gun lobby opposed it. The House and the
Washington gun lobby are against giving law
enforcement the ability to trace explosives.
I know we should be able to keep up with
materials terrorists use to build bombs.

The House also voted to let terrorists like
Hamas continue to raise money in America
by stripping the Justice Department’s author-
ity to designate organizations as terrorist and
thereby stop them from raising funds in the
United States. The House voted against al-
lowing us to deport foreigners who support
terrorist activities more quickly, and it voted
to cripple our ability to use high-tech surveil-
lance to keep up with stealthy and fast-mov-
ing terrorists.

At the same time the bill went easy on
terrorists, it got tough on law enforcement
officials. The House stripped a provision that
would have helped protect police officers
from cop-killer bullets. And it ordered a com-
mission to study not the terrorists but the
Federal law enforcement officials who put
their lives on the line to fight terrorism. Even
the Republican chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, Henry Hyde, couldn’t believe
what his colleagues did, saying the House
eviscerated the terrorism bill. I urge the Sen-
ate to stand firm and turn this bill back into
the strong antiterrorism legislation I want to
sign and America needs.

Our Nation has felt the lash of terrorism.
We know its terrible costs, and we know that
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only America can lead the world’s fight
against it. We can’t let the gun lobby turn
America into a safe house for terrorists. Con-
gress should get back on track and send me
tough legislation that cracks down on terror-
ism. It should listen to the cries of the victims
and the hopes of our children, not the back-
alley whispers of the gun lobby.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:08 p.m. on
March 15 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 16.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Product Liability Legislation
March 16, 1996

Dear Mr. Leader:
I will veto H.R. 956, the Common Sense

Product Liability Legal Reform Act of 1996,
if it is presented to me in its current form.

This bill represents an unwarranted intru-
sion on state authority, in the interest of pro-
tecting manufacturers and sellers of defective
products. Tort law is traditionally the prerog-
ative of the states, rather than of Congress.
In this bill, Congress has intruded on state
power—and done so in a way that peculiarly
disadvantages consumers. As a rule, this bill
displaces state law only when that law is more
beneficial to consumers; it allows state law
to remain in effect when that law is more
favorable to manufacturers and sellers. In the
absence of compelling reasons to do so, I
cannot accept such a one-way street of fed-
eralism, in which Congress defers to state law
when doing so helps manufacturers and sell-
ers, but not when doing so aids consumers.

I also have particular objections to certain
provisions of the bill, which would encourage
wrongful conduct and prevent injured per-
sons from recovering the full measure of
their damages. Specifically, the bill’s elimi-
nation of joint-and-several liability for non-
economic damages, such as pain and suffer-
ing, will mean that victims of terrible harm
sometimes will not be fully compensated for
it. Where under current law a joint wrong-
doer will make the victim whole, under this
bill an innocent victim would suffer when
one wrongdoer goes bankrupt and cannot
pay his portion of the judgment. It is impor-

tant to note that companies sued for manu-
facturing and selling defective products stand
a much higher than usual chance of going
bankrupt; consider, for example, manufactur-
ers of asbestos or breast implants or intra-
uterine devices.

In addition, for those irresponsible compa-
nies willing to put profits above all else, the
bill’s capping of punitive damages increases
the incentive to engage in the egregious mis-
conduct of knowingly manufacturing and
selling defective products. The provision of
the bill allowing judges to exceed the cap in
certain circumstances does not cure this
problem, given Congress’s clear intent, ex-
pressed in the Statement of Managers, that
judges should do so only in the rarest of cir-
cumstances.

The attached Statement of Administration
Policy more fully explains my position on this
issue—an issue of great importance to Amer-
ican consumers, and to evenly applied prin-
ciples of federalism.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Bob Dole,
Senate majority leader, Thomas Daschle, Senate
minority leader, Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and Richard Gephardt,
House minority leader. A statement of administra-
tion policy on H.R. 956 was attached to the letter.
The letter was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary but was not issued as a White
House press release.

Remarks to the United Jewish Appeal
Young Leadership Conference
March 17, 1996

You know, I’ve been trying to convince ev-
eryone else in Washington to delay the onset
of this year’s campaign, and you aren’t help-
ing very much. [Laughter] But you have my
permission to vary from the official line.
[Laughter]

I thank you so much. I want to thank my
friend David Hermelin for his wonderful re-
marks and his remarkable service. I don’t
know that I’ve ever known anybody that had
such a remarkable combination of energy
and commitment to the common good. He
is indefatigable, and all of his energies seem
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to me to be directed toward good causes, in-
cluding my own. [Laughter] And I thank him
for that.

To Ambassador Yaacobi, Mrs. Rabinovich,
Efrat, members of the Young Leadership
cabinet, and all of you, thank you for giving
me the opportunity to come by tonight. And
let me begin by saying that a lot of people
speak about trying to advance the cause of
humanity, but you actually do something
about it. So I want to begin simply by thank-
ing you for everything you do, from the hot
meals for the homebound to wheelchairs for
the disabled to shelter for refugees to com-
fort for victims of Alzheimer’s and AIDS.
And thank you, of course, for your many serv-
ices to the cause of Israel.

You know, I was trying to think of some-
thing I could say tonight, just one line that
would capture our country’s rich diversity
and the common commitment we should all
feel to the cause of peace and standing up
against terrorism everywhere in the world.
And it seems to me the best line I could
give all of you at this great Jewish event to-
night is ‘‘Happy St. Patrick’s Day.’’ [Laugh-
ter]

Let me say that the 2 days and 9 hours
I spent going from here to Sharm al-Sheikh
to Tel Aviv and Jerusalem and back to Tel
Aviv again and then home were a remarkable
experience for me. I am grateful that the
United States is a friend of Israel and a friend
of the cause of peace. I am grateful that the
United States is an implacable opponent of
terrorism. And I am grateful that at this mo-
ment I was able to go on behalf of all the
American people to stand with the people
of Israel in their time of pain and sorrow
and challenge to express the outrage of our
people at the latest campaign of terror and
to show our solidarity.

All of you know this, but it bears repeating
that the terrorist attacks claimed not only Is-
raeli lives but also those of Palestinians—and
some of the most gripping tales I heard when
I was there came from their family members,
who also long for peace—and two young
Americans, Sarah Duker and Matthew
Eisenfeld.

Now it is important, quite apart from the
peace process, that we once again say to the
world: We know no country is safe from ter-

ror. We have seen it in the World Trade Cen-
ter and in Oklahoma City in the United
States. We know our friends in Japan have
suffered it in the terrible attack of sarin gas
in the Tokyo subway. But we know that in
the Middle East it has too often been em-
ployed as an instrument of politics. And it
is wrong. We stand against it now. We redou-
ble our efforts against it, and we will be
against it forever.

The symbol of our solidarity on this trip
was perhaps best conveyed by the stone from
the South Lawn of the White House that I
was privileged to place on the grave of my
friend Prime Minister Rabin, along with all
of his family members. That is the place
where the first accord with the Palestinians
was signed. It represents our hope for
progress, our belief in the chances of peace,
and our unwavering solidarity.

As you know, we have resolved to strength-
en our cooperation with all those who will
stand against terror in the Middle East. We
are committing more than $100 million to
the task. We are increasing our intelligence
sharings, and we are developing new meth-
ods to combat violence there. We are con-
vinced that ultimately fear will overcome the
adversity of terror, because overcoming that
kind of adversity is the genius of the Jewish
people and the history of the state of Israel.

No nation on Earth has experienced more
often the painful truth that the path of tri-
umph often passes through tragedy. No peo-
ple knows better that we must deny victory
to oppressors. The Jewish people have over-
come every one of their would-be destroyers,
denying them their goal and in so doing re-
affirming that what is good in human nature
can prevail.

It may be that until the end of time there
will always be some group that will seek to
do harm to others for their own advantage.
We cannot rid the world of evil. It may be
that until the end of time there will always
be some group that will seek to distort the
meaning of a religion, to demonize those who
are different from them. But it should be
heartening to you to know that today more
nations than ever have risen up with Israel
to oppose the destroyers of the present day,
to oppose those who would kill and maim
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and who seek to destroy the peace through
violence.

That really was the message of the meeting
at Sharm al-Sheikh, that Israel is no longer
alone. The Summit of Peacemakers was the
largest and highest level meeting of its kind
ever held. At the urging of Israel’s neighbors,
29 nations, including 13 from Arab states,
came to demonstrate their support for peace
and their opposition to terrorism.

I believe that that summit marked the be-
ginning of a truly unified regional effort to
root out those responsible for the bloodshed.
It produced concrete results. And soon there
will be a follow-up conference here in Wash-
ington within the month, at which represent-
atives of all the nations will be present. And
we will press ahead to implement the com-
mitments that all made at Sharm al-Sheikh.

Just think about it. A meeting like this
would have been unthinkable just a few years
ago. But for the first time, Arab nations in
the region are beginning to realize that pain
in Israel is a danger to them as well. Large
majorities of Palestinians and Jordanians and
Egyptians know that the destruction of inno-
cent life in Israel is a threat to the peaceful
future they have declared as their goal for
themselves and their own children.

They understood that security must not lie
only at the end of the road for peace. There
must be security every step of the way or
there can be no peace. No one seriously be-
lieves anymore it is fair to ask Israel to give
up its security until the peace is made. That
is wrong, and we will not support it.

When I read the story of the Palestinian
nurse who was killed in the bombing and
what her son said about her loss, it convinced
me that what I see in Bosnia and what I see
in Northern Ireland is also true now in Israel
and in the Middle East. And it is a great
cause for hope and a sobering reminder of
the dimension of our challenge, and that is
that the great division today in the Middle
East is not between those of different reli-
gions or ethnic groups just as it is no longer
between Croatian, Serb, and Muslim in
Bosnia or between Catholic and Protestant
in Northern Ireland.

It really is between those who are reaching
for a better tomorrow and those who have
retreated into the pointless, bloody hostility

of yesterday; those who are willing to open
their arms to their neighbors and those who
want to remain with their fist clenched; those
who are willing to raise their children based
on what kind of people they are inside and
what they stand for and what their character
is and those who wish to continue to raise
their children based on who they are not and
whom they can hate.

That is the clear decision that all peoples
of the world confronted with these kind of
conflicts have to make. And even though this
is a time of mourning it is also a time of
hope, for the rest of the world is coming to
know what America has long understood: Is-
rael must be strong and secure and confident
if we want peace and justice for every person
in the Middle East. And I assure you we will
continue to support those who take risks for
peace in the Middle East, in Bosnia, and
around the world.

The fight against terrorism must be a na-
tional security priority for the American peo-
ple. Last year when I announced the stronger
steps we in the United States were prepared
to take alone against Iran because of their
policies, many of my colleagues around the
world declined to join in. Some of them, my
friends and freedom-loving people, openly
said I was wrong. I didn’t hear that so much
in Sharm al-Sheikh. People are beginning to
see the truth. You cannot, you must not,
countenance people who believe it is legiti-
mate to fund and arm others to kill innocent
civilians, no matter where they are.

Let me remind my fellow Americans that
we have challenges here at home and that
if we want to truly be effective in the
transnational fight against terrorism, we must
have the tools to deal with terrorism here
at home. Well over a year ago I sent to Con-
gress a bill to improve our ability to inves-
tigate, to prosecute, to punish terrorist activ-
ity. After our own tragedy in Oklahoma City
I made that legislation even stronger and
challenged the Congress to pass it.

Last June the Senate passed the
counterterrorism legislation. Until last week,
the House of Representatives, letting more
than a half-year go by, had not acted. Then
last week when it did act, unbelievably it
acted to destroy the bill, to gut it, indeed
to mock it. The House voted, for example,
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to delete a provision of the bill that would
allow us to tag explosive materials so that if
a bomb is exploded somewhere in America
it will be marked and we can trace it back
to its source. Now, if you have your car stolen
in Washington, DC, tonight and somebody
drives it to West Virginia, I hope it doesn’t
happen—[laughter]—but think about it, and
you call the police and you tell them your
name and the serial—and the license plate
of your car and the car has any serial num-
bers on it, and it’s found tomorrow morning
in a parking lot of a grocery store in West
Virginia, under the national computer net-
work system we have, within 30 seconds it
can be identified as your car. And you can
be told that it’s your car.

We have serial numbers on guns that are
sold in America unless they’re filed off. Now
why in the world the Washington gun lobby
is opposed to our tagging explosives which
could be used to blow apart the bodies of
innocent civilians is beyond me. If people
want to use the explosives for appropriate
construction work, they can still do it. Their
civil liberties are not going to be impaired.
But as soon as the objection was raised, the
House says, thank you very much, we’ll take
it right out.

We had a provision in that bill that would
allow us to deport more quickly people who
come into this country and are obviously in-
volved in raising funds for terrorist organiza-
tions. They took that out. We had other pro-
visions that would enable us to move more
aggressively against organizations that clearly
engage in terrorism. They took those out.

And they imposed a commission not to
study terrorism within our borders or beyond
our borders but to study the Federal law en-
forcement officials whose primary job it is
to combat this kind of terrorist activities.
That is the wrong response, and it sends a
terrible signal to people throughout the
world who believe that if they can just get
the right kind of extremist opposition to
standing up to terrorism in America it will
weaken our resolve. They are wrong about
that, and we should pass a good antiterrorism
bill immediately.

I just want to say, if I might, one more
word about why you’re here in this leader-
ship conference and to say I admire this orga-

nization for many things, but not the least
of it is always trying to develop a new genera-
tion of leaders.

I sought this office more than 4 years ago
because I believe that our country had to
change direction if we were going to achieve
the objectives that I feel are important for
America. One is to guarantee the American
dream for every person who is willing to work
for it. Second, to maintain America’s leader-
ship in the cause of peace and freedom and
security and prosperity throughout the world,
we cannot withdraw; we must continue to
lead. And third is to continue to build the
American community, to forge a new unity
amidst all of our diversity based on shared
values and genuine honest respect for diver-
sity. Now, if we can do those three things,
this country is going to be just fine and the
world will be a better place.

As I have said many times, in order to
achieve those objectives, we have to grow the
economy in a way that gives everybody a
chance to participate, we have to squarely
face our shared social challenges, from a high
crime rate to abject poverty rates among our
young people to teen pregnancy rates and
other problems that make childhood more
difficult. We have to work hard to overcome
the impulses that so many Americans under-
standably feel to withdraw from the world
at the end of the cold war, and to try to chart
a new course. And we have to continue to
try to inspire more faith and trust in the
American people in their Government.

Now in each of those areas we’re better
off than we were, but we have significant
challenges ahead. We should be grateful that
we have 8.4 million more jobs than we did
in 1992, because a lot of our other competi-
tors have no new jobs. And we should be
glad that every year for the last 3 years we
set a record in the number of new businesses.
We should be glad that businesses owned by
women alone have hired more people than
the Fortune 500 have laid off. We should
be glad about that.

But that should not make us insensitive
to the fact that there are pockets in the inner
cities and isolated rural areas of America that
have felt no economic recovery. It should not
make us insensitive to the fact that the edu-
cational divide in the new economy into
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which we’re moving has become so great that
about half the hourly wage earners in Amer-
ica in the bottom half are earning about the
same wages as their counterparts were 20
years ago, once you adjust for inflation.

We should be sensitive to the fact that
even though we’re creating far more high-
tech jobs than we’re losing, if you happen
to be one of those 50-year-old people who
gets downsized about the time you’re trying
to send your kids to college, there needs to
be an answer for you as well. So we’re better
off than we were, but we have to build on
our successes and face our challenges.

If you look at the fabric of American soci-
ety, we should be grateful for the fact that
as compared with 4 years ago, the crime rate
is down, the welfare rolls are down, the pov-
erty rolls are down, and the teen pregnancy
rate is dropping. But we should also say,
compared to any appropriate standard for a
civilized, disciplined, orderly hope for soci-
ety, all these problems are still far too great.
And we must keep going until we have lit-
erally wiped them from our concerns.

We can be grateful for the progress that’s
been made in political reform. The rules on
lobbying, for example, are much more open
and much stricter than they were when I be-
came President. Now Congress has to apply
to itself the laws it imposes on the private
sector. Those are good things; we can be glad
about that.

But we also know that there are other
things that have to be done, not the least
of which is a legitimate, genuine campaign
finance reform bill that gives every citizen
the opportunity to run for office and all citi-
zens the same influence in the electoral proc-
ess. Until that is done we will not have fin-
ished our work.

And while the world is clearly a safer place
not only for Americans but for virtually all
other people than it was 4 years ago, we know
that we have to keep going. We have to keep
going not only in the Middle East and in
Northern Ireland and in Bosnia; we have to
keep going until children everywhere no
longer fear that their legs will be blown off
by landmines when they’re walking in fields.
We have to keep going until we know that
we have done everything that can be hu-
manly done to remove from people every-

where the threat of biological or chemical
or small-scale nuclear weapons. We have to
keep going until we have concluded all pos-
sible agreements to ban nuclear testing, so
that that will be the beginning of the end
of any nuclear threat for the people of the
world.

And we have to remember that nations are
like children; you can’t just say that they
should say no to bad things, you have to give
them some good things to say yes to. And
therefore, it is right and decent and in our
self-interest to keep expanding the frontiers
of economic opportunity and not to forget
that all those people in Latin America that
still worry about whether their children will
even grow to be adults deserve to be part
of a new economy and if we do it right they’ll
be our best customers; that all those people
in Africa we long to see free of the kind of
carnage we see in Rwanda and Burundi de-
serve to have some hope for a better future
if they work hard and do the right thing; that
the people who live in India and Pakistan
that we long to see walk away from their old,
bitter conflicts have to also be able to walk
toward a future of brighter hope; and that
for America to do well we have to continue
to be committed to creating that kind of fu-
ture. It’s in our people’s interest to do what
is right in the world.

And so that brings me to you. For except
for those of us who are, in effect, hired by
you to tend for a little while to the public
interest, all other Americans necessarily have
to be preoccupied with their own interests,
with the work they must do and the children
they’re trying to raise and the things within
their immediate reach. But we must, we
must, reassert in this country a commitment
to citizen leadership among the younger gen-
eration of Americans.

You know, when I was in Israel I spoke
in Tel Aviv to a large number of young peo-
ple. And afterward the Prime Minister asked
me if I would take questions. And I was fairly
apprehensive, but I said okay. [Laughter]
And a young person said, ‘‘Well, what advice
would you give to someone my age who
wanted to be involved in a position of leader-
ship and responsibility? What would you tell
me if I wanted to go into public life, what
should I do?’’
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And I said, ‘‘Well, in my country when
young people ask me that question I tell
them to do three things: One, to get the best
education you can, so that you’ll be able to
learn for a lifetime, because the world is
growing more complex, there is more to
know, there is more to understand, and more
importantly, there are more connections to
be made. You can’t just isolate one body of
knowledge or one experience from another.’’

The second thing you have to do is to de-
velop a genuine interest in people. You know,
I hear a lot of people in my line of work
talking, and it’s hard to imagine from the
anger in their voices that they like people
very much. You don’t have to give up on your
own heritage to try to stand in another per-
son’s shoes.

In one county in America alone there are
over 150 different racial and ethnic groups.
And that is a great gift for our country in
a global society. It is a gift, one we should
cherish and treasure and nourish. But unless
we realize that curious blend of human re-
ality that gives something common to human
nature across all the racial and ethnic divides
and still demands of us to respect each oth-
er’s honestly held differences, we will not
meet the challenges of the future. And our
inability to do that and our tendency here
in America to use elections as an excuse to
divide one another, so that we choose up
sides based on the belief that our opponents
are aliens—and we learn that they’re aliens
from 30-second ads that tell us how evil and
bad they are—that is a very dangerous tend-
ency in a global society when we need to
be pulling together and when we can only
solve our problems by pulling together.
There is no other way to solve the people
problems that human societies everywhere
face and that the United States has in abun-
dance except by working together, by reach-
ing across the divides.

And the third thing I tell young people
is that they should figure out what they be-
lieve, stand up for it, and work for it and
not be deterred.

To be perfectly honest, the thing I like best
about your cheering tonight is that you were
cheering for me. [Laughter] The thing I like
second best about it was your energy, your
belief, your conviction, your passion.

You know, I see all these surveys that say
Americans are cynical. My friends, that’s a
great luxury. If you worried about whether
every bus you boarded was loaded with a
bomb, you wouldn’t have the time to be cyni-
cal. If you lived in a tiny village in the Andes
where you didn’t know where your child’s
next meal was coming from, you wouldn’t
have the time to be cynical. If you lived in
a country in Africa where you were trying
to save your wife’s life because she belonged
to a different tribe than you do and your tribe
had the army and they were going through
one little village after another with machetes,
you wouldn’t have the option of being cyni-
cal.

You live in a country with the strongest
economy, the greatest potential, the widest
diversity, the largest amount of opportunities
on Earth. And you are not cynical or you
wouldn’t be here at this conference and you
wouldn’t have stood up and you wouldn’t
have exhibited all that energy. But a lot of
the people that you work and live with back
in your communities are. And they say, aw,
it doesn’t matter who wins, all the politi-
cians—you’ve heard all that stuff. I’m telling
you it’s a bunch of bull. [Laughter] It’s a
bunch of bull, it’s not true.

You know, before we had to stop them for
the election season of the other party—
[laughter]—they have to hold their elections;
I’m not complaining. But before we had to
stop them for the election season of the other
party, the Vice President and I spent over
50 hours with the leaders of the Republicans
and Democrats in Congress. And we spent
the time in private. And most of what we
said I don’t think I should talk about in any
great detail; it wasn’t all that different from
what you’ve already heard in public. But after
you spend 50 hours with other people and
you talk through and you express your real-
ly—what you think and what you feel, you
develop a certain relationship to people even
if they’re very different from you.

And the point I want to make to you is
that the leaders of the majority in Congress
and I really do view the world in different
ways. But that is not a cynical statement. And
it has nothing to do with campaign tactics,
about which I spoke earlier. It is a plain fact.
And that’s why I say to young people, you
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have to decide what you believe and take
sides and stand up. But there’s nothing to
be cynical about. These differences are real
and deep and profound and they matter. And
they’re honestly held by all the parties.

And I just want to say to you that this is
a very great country, but if you want your
country—when those of you who are younger
are my age, and I’m nearly eligible to join
AARP—[laughter]—I hate it, but it’s true—
[laughter]—if you want this country when
you’re 50, when you’re 60, when you’re 65
to be the beacon of hope for the world, to
be Israel’s best friend, to stand up for free-
dom and against terrorism, if that’s what you
want, if you want every child who grows up
in this country to believe that he or she can
live out their dreams if they’ll work for it,
then cynicism and inaction and passivity have
no place in your future or the future of your
friends and neighbors back home where you
live. You have to lead. And that’s what I want
you to do.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:12 p.m. in the
ballroom of the Washington Hilton and Towers
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to David
Hermelin, national vice chair, United Jewish Ap-
peal; Gad Yaacobi, Israeli Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations: Efrat Rabinovich, wife of Itamar
Rabinovich, Israeli Ambassador to the United
States; and Prime Minister Shimon Peres of Israel.
A portion of these remarks could not be verified
because the tape was incomplete.

Remarks on the Opening of the
Los Angeles Branch of the
Museum of Television and Radio
March 17, 1996

Let me say that I’m very sorry I couldn’t
be with you in person tonight. But I am de-
lighted to be here by satellite to open the
Los Angeles branch of the Museum of Tele-
vision and Radio. Hillary and I send our best
wishes to all of you, and we know we have
an awful lot of friends among you tonight.

I’m speaking to you from the White House
historic library which actually has something
in common with the museum. Even though
many of the books that fill this room were
written long before we ever heard a voice
over the radio or saw a face on the screen,

all three mediums serve much the same pur-
pose; they enable us to communicate, to pass
along ideas, stories, histories, reports from
one person to another, to get a feel for the
times. And that’s why your museum is so im-
portant, for radio and television are truly wit-
nesses to our century.

Among the 75,000 programs available are
President Franklin Roosevelt’s ‘‘fireside
chats,’’ which helped to pull our Nation
through the Depression and the Second
World War. There’s footage of the triumph
of man’s first steps on the moon, a record
of our civil rights struggles. And having just
returned from the Middle East, I am espe-
cially sensitive to the fact that you have foot-
age of President Sadat and Prime Minister
Begin and later of the historic handshake be-
tween Chairman Arafat and Prime Minister
Rabin. You also have footage of the tragedy
of President Kennedy’s assassination. But I’m
also told there are even a few lighter mo-
ments reserved for ‘‘I Love Lucy’’ and
‘‘Happy Days’’ and ‘‘Seinfeld.’’

This museum is a tribute not only to radio
and television but especially to the men and
women who pioneered them and who made
the most of their infinite potential. Some of
our country’s greatest creative talents have
dedicated their lives to writing, directing, and
producing radio and TV shows. And some
of our greatest talents are still engaged in
that important work. This museum honors
them too.

The Museum of Television and Radio is
doing nothing less than preserving our histor-
ical and cultural legacy for the future.
Through its screening and listening devices,
the seminars, the classes, the museum plays
an important role as it enhances people’s un-
derstanding of the craft and the creativity of
these two media and how they’ve had an im-
pact on our lives. Using the same satellite
technology that allows me to join you this
evening, the museum is able to take its edu-
cation programs to a national audience, par-
ticularly through its University Satellite Sem-
inar Series, which reaches college students
all across our Nation.

I know many of you in attendance have
been instrumental in giving us the gift of
radio and television. Let me thank you for
that gift which touches millions of Americans
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every day. And I want to thank you, too, for
the gift of the Museum of Television and
Radio, first in New York and now in Los An-
geles. It’s a great gift to the American people.
You have created a significant cultural insti-
tution.

I congratulate you, I thank you, and I wish
you well this evening. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 10:40
p.m. from the Library at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to former Prime Min-
isters Menachem Begin and Yitzhak Rabin of Is-
rael and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian
Authority.

Remarks at the Dedication of the
Nashville Wharf in New Orleans,
Louisiana
March 18, 1996

Thank you. I’ll tell you what, it’s been a
cold winter in Washington; it’s good to be
down here in more ways than one. I want
to thank Irwin Joseph for his fine introduc-
tion and for his years of distinguished leader-
ship. I thank Ron Brinson for welcoming me
back to the Port of New Orleans. And I thank
all of you who work here who make this a
success.

I’m delighted to be here with so many of
your officials and former officials. I want to
thank my good friend Senator John Breaux,
who always brings his sense of humor to
every endeavor, something we need more of
in Washington, DC, I might add.

I want to thank Senator Bennett Johnston
and to tell you that I will miss him a great
deal. He’s always helpful to me if I help Lou-
isiana first. [Laughter] I was sitting here
thinking as I was coming today, well, Ben-
nett’s going to retire and he’ll lose interest
in all this stuff. And Mayor Morial was up
here speaking and talking about how the
crime rate had come down in New Orleans
with the help of the community policing ef-
forts which were at the core of the crime
bill we passed in 1994, and I’m very proud
of that. So I said—[applause]—thank you. So
I said to Senator Johnston, I said, ‘‘I think
it’s just great that things are going better in
New Orleans. The crime rate is coming
down, the juvenile crime rate is coming

down, the economy is up.’’ He said, ‘‘Yes,
it is,’’ and he said ‘‘I’ve got just one more
little project here I want to talk to you
about.’’ [Laughter] So you may get him for
free after next year for all I know. [Laughter]

I want to thank my longtime friend Con-
gressman Bill Jefferson and his colleague
Congressman Cleo Fields who is out here
in the audience. I want to also echo the posi-
tive things that were said about your fine
young mayor. I love working with him. And
let me tell you something, New Orleans is
one of the few cities in America today where
not only the crime rate is going down but
the crime rate among juveniles is going
down, not only because you’re being tougher
on crime but you’re giving these kids some-
thing to say yes to so they can stay out of
trouble in the first place. And that’s a real
tribute to the mayor, and I respect him for
that.

I want to thank Lieutenant Governor Blan-
co and Attorney General Ieyoub for being
here. They’re over there to my left. And I
thank the religious leaders for coming, and
I want to thank all the former officials who
are here. I see two New Orleans natives, your
former State treasurer, Mary Landreau, and
my dear friend Congresswoman Lindy
Boggs. Thank you, my dear, for being here.
Thank you.

I’d like to thank the people who provided
the music today, the James River Movement
and the St. Augustine High School band.
Let’s give them a big hand over there. [Ap-
plause]

You know, I feel sort of like a preacher
who gets up to give a sermon and I’m preach-
ing to the saved and besides that, it’s already
been given by everybody who’s spoken be-
fore. I wanted to come here to help you dedi-
cate this new Nashville wharf because it is
the symbol of the decision that you have
made to reach out to the rest of the world,
to compete and win.

When I became your President I had a
very straightforward vision of what I thought
our country had to do to deal with the chal-
lenges of the new information age and the
new global economy. I wanted to see this
country go into the next century, which is
now only 4 years away, with the American
dream alive and well for every American who
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was willing to work for it, without regard to
their race or their region or where they start-
ed out in life. I wanted to see our country
remain the world’s strongest force for peace
and for freedom, for security and prosperity
around the world, because that makes us
safer and stronger. And I wanted to see us
come together more as a people around our
basic values of responsibility and opportunity
and work and family and most importantly,
as a community. In my State of the Union
Address I tried to address all these things
and to say what is to me the most important
lesson I have learned as your President,
which is that whenever we are divided we
defeat ourselves, but whenever we are united
America always wins.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are present here for helping us to
change the economic direction of this coun-
try; to implement a strategy that will permit
the American dream to be more available to
all Americans as we move into this new
world; for helping us to reduce the deficit,
to increase our investment in people and re-
search and technology; and to expand trade
on fairer terms.

Four years ago, this country was drifting
with high unemployment and stagnant in-
comes. In the last 3 years and 2 months, our
economy has produced 8.4 million jobs. And
I am proud of that and you should be, too.
The combined rates of unemployment and
inflation and home mortgages are the lowest
they have been in 27 years.

We now see the United States leading the
world again in key industries from autos to
telecommunication. Today, just today, for the
third year in a row, the distinguished World
Economic Forum in Europe has said that the
United States is the world’s most productive,
strongest economy. That is what the Amer-
ican people have produced, and they should
be very proud.

Here in Louisiana, over 160,000 new jobs
have been created in the last 3 years. Bank
lending has increased. New homes are in-
creasing by 15 percent a year. Homeowner-
ship in our country is now at an all-time high.
And in each of the last 3 years there has been
a record number of new businesses.

I know that we are all concerned and I
want to say more in a moment about the im-

pact of large businesses having large layoffs.
But you should know that entrepreneurs in
America, small-business people in each of
the last 3 years have created far more jobs
than have been laid off by large companies,
so that we are, net 8.4 million ahead. No
other country in the world has a record even
remotely approximating that in the last 3
years. And it’s a great tribute to the people
who are out there in the private sector work-
ing hard, not only the business owners and
the management, but the workers who have
done so much to become more productive
and competitive in this global economy.

I’m also proud of the fact that our country
is getting its act together at home. All across
America the crime rate, the poverty rate, the
welfare rolls, the food stamp rolls, the teen
pregnancy rates are down in America. That
is good news for the United States.

And I’m proud of the fact that our country
has remained the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom and security and prosper-
ity. As your CEO has said, we have led the
world toward broader trade agreements.
We’ve also led the world back from the brink
of nuclear disaster. There’s not a single nu-
clear missile pointed at an American citizen
today, for the first time since the dawn of
the nuclear age, and I am proud of that.

When I leave you I’ll have the honor of
going up to review our troops in Fort Polk.
The brave men and women who have just
returned from Haiti will be especially hon-
ored because there they helped to restore
democracy, to stop the flow of desperate ref-
ugees to our own shores. When I sent them
to Haiti I promised that they would finish
the job and come home soon. And I will be
saluting them for a mission accomplished.
[Applause]

Even as our——

[At this point, an audience member inter-
rupted the President.]

You know—wait, wait, wait a minute, wait
a minute. We can’t both—wait, wait, wait.
We can’t both talk at the same time. I’ll tell
you what—wait a minute. I’ll tell you what
I’ll do. If you’ll let me finish, then I’ll ask
people who want to hear you go outside that
door right there and hear you after I finish.
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But let me say that even though what I
just said to you is true and accurate, and this
country is clearly in better shape than it was
3 years ago, we know that this is a record
for the American people to build on, not to
sit on, because we know that a lot of impor-
tant challenges still remain out there for our
people. We know that even as our economy
has created more jobs, too many people still
work without a raise, too many people fear
this downsizing or layoffs that could take
their own lives away from the stability they
now enjoy in the flash of an eye.

We know that even though the crime rate
is dropping dramatically, a lot of people are
still afraid when they walk down the street
and the rate of violence in our country is
still entirely too high and we’re losing too
many of our young people still to drugs and
gangs and crime. We know that even as peo-
ple all across the world take strides for peace,
none of us are immune from the things that
we have seen in the bombs in London or
in Israel or the poison gas in Japan or even
in Oklahoma City.

So this is a time of great opportunity but
also a time of great challenge. This is, as I
said in the State of the Union, the age of
greatest possibility the American people have
ever known; the greatest period of change
in 100 years, since the time when millions
of us moved from the farm to the factory,
from the country to the city and the towns.
I am proud of the work that we are doing
to take advantage of this change, but I know
we have more to do.

How will we as a Nation do for all Ameri-
cans what you have done here, to turn the
challenge of the new economy into oppor-
tunity? Well, we’re going to do it the way
we have always done the right things, by
working together. I say again, this country
has been hurt more by permitting itself to
be divided by forces for short-term gain
when what we really needed to do was to
work together for the long run. And we dare
not let that happen today.

You heard others before me talk about
trade. I want to put it in a larger context.
I said in the State of the Union and I say
again to you here, there are at least seven
major challenges we have to face if we’re
going to fulfill our mission of opening the

American dream to all Americans who will
work for it and pulling the American family
together and maintaining America’s leader-
ship.

First, we have to strengthen America’s
families and give all our children a decent
childhood. Yes, we have to invest in their
education, their health care, and nutrition.
But we also have to give their parents the
capacity to shape their lives. That’s why I
fought so hard for the V-chip in these new
television stations. If you’re going to have 500
television stations, give parents back the right
to control what their young children see. I
think it’s important.

We have to renew our schools and open
the doors of college education to everyone.
If you look at the differences in wages today
in America, you see that the single most sig-
nificant thing is the level of skills that workers
have, which means that we not only have to
open the doors of college education to all
Americans, we have to make available con-
tinuing education and training throughout
the lifetime of every single solitary American
worker. And that’s why I say to you the best
thing we could do to cut taxes if we pass
the balanced budget plan this year, which I
still hope we will, the politics notwithstand-
ing, the best tax cut we could give American
families is a tax deduction for the cost of edu-
cation after high school for up to $10,000
a year. That would make a difference to
America’s families.

For people who have to change jobs we
have to provide a greater measure of eco-
nomic security in a way that doesn’t under-
mine our ability to create jobs. What does
that mean? If you lose a job you should im-
mediately be able to get a voucher to take
to the local community colleges or wherever
you need it to get a new education to start
a new job in life. If you change jobs you
ought to at least be able to take your health
insurance with you and you ought to be able
to take a pension with you when you go.
That’s what we need to do.

I say again, I laud what the mayor has done
here, but we cannot stop in our fight against
crime and violence until every child has a
chance to grow up safe and until when you
turn on the television news at night and you
see the reports of a crime you are surprised.
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We have to make it the exception, not the
rule again in America.

As you and Louisiana know, we have got
to find a way to grow our economy and im-
prove our environment. And we have proved
time and again in the last 3 years that is not
a choice you have to make. We do not have
to choose between a clean environment and
a growing economy. If we do it right we can
have both. And that ought to be the priority
of every American citizen.

And finally, we have to restore America’s
faith in Government. We have to restore your
faith that you’re getting your money’s worth,
that we’re doing our job, and that we’re not
doing things we shouldn’t do that you should
be doing for yourselves. In the last 3 years
we have taken significant strides. The Gov-
ernment is smaller. By the end of this year
the Government will be as small in Washing-
ton as it was when President Kennedy gave
his speech here 34 years ago. That is some-
thing all Americans need to know.

The Government is less bureaucratic.
We’re getting rid of 16,000 pages of Federal
regulations. The Government is getting more
effective. The Small Business Administration
has cut its budget and doubled its loan vol-
ume. The Government is trying to be more
responsive to you. Almost three-quarters of
all the people on welfare in the United States
today are in welfare reform experiments that
the Federal Government has told the States
to have added and try to move people from
welfare to work.

These are important changes. But there
is more to do. We ought to pass the right
kind of balanced budget that gets interest
rates down, grows the economy, balances the
budget, but doesn’t wreck Medicare and
Medicaid and doesn’t walk away from edu-
cation and the environment. We ought to
pass the line-item veto that my friends in the
other party have said they’re for for 100
years, to give the President the ability to X-
out unnecessary spending. And we ought to
pass campaign finance reform. We ought to
do things that will increase your confidence
that Washington is doing your business, be-
cause that is exactly what we need to do.

And finally, let me say, if you ask me to
say in a sentence: ‘‘Well, Mr. President, what
is the role of Government in Washington in

the 21st century?’’ I would say that our pri-
mary job is first, to protect your security and
second, to give you the ability as citizens, as
families, as communities, to meet your own
challenges and make the most of your own
lives. The Government cannot do certain
things for you, but we can create an environ-
ment in which you are empowered to make
the most of your own lives. That is our re-
sponsibility.

Now, it is against that background that you
have to understand why I thought this was
so important today for me to come down
here and be a part of this dedication. This
is a picture of America’s future, because of
the work that is being done, because of the
way it’s being done, and because of the peo-
ple who are doing it and because you are
doing it together.

Thirty-two years ago when President Ken-
nedy stood here, or 34 years ago, he told our
Nation that we had a choice: to trade or to
fade. Not a bad line for 34 years ago, is it?
[Laughter] And you know that we chose to
compete. I come here to reaffirm that choice
today. A fifth of all America’s trade is con-
ducted through the ports of the State of Lou-
isiana. So much cargo is crammed into these
wharfs that the current port can’t keep up
with the demand. The terminal where we’re
standing was operating at full capacity just
a week after it opened. Wharf C, which
opens in several months, is expected to be
at capacity within a day after it opens.

That’s what happens when Americans
work together. This port was expanded and
rebuilt by the State and the city. The business
opportunities have been seized by the em-
ployers and the workers. Our National Gov-
ernment has done its part by getting the defi-
cit and interest rates down and growing the
economy and expanding the barriers to trade
so that we have more opportunities to sell
to more people.

Through this port passes steel from Gary,
Indiana, bound for Japan; trains designed
and made in Minneapolis steaming for South
America; thousands of crates of pharma-
ceuticals made right here in Louisiana bound
for Europe and beyond. Ninety thousand
men and women across Louisiana already
earn their living because of this port. The
future is going to bring more trade, more
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opportunity, and more jobs because you em-
braced the challenge of change and looked
to the future with confidence.

One thing has remained constant through-
out our history: Our people have always had
a restless energy and a determination to con-
quer new frontiers; to make real the promise
of the American dream in each new genera-
tion. Today that spirit and that legacy de-
mands that we compete and win in a world
marketplace that can be punishing and un-
certain but also deeply, deeply rewarding.

All change is unsettling. Every change re-
quires pain as well as bringing gain. But if
we remember our mission, that we’re trying
to make the American dream available to ev-
erybody who will work for it, we’re trying
to keep our country the world’s strongest
force for peace and freedom, and we’re try-
ing to bring the American people together,
if we remember that mission we can make
the right decisions.

Take the trade issue that has been so much
debated again in recent months. If you hear
the debate you would think there are only
two choices, that in the face of competition,
some of which is unfair and much of which
comes from countries that pay people wages
we couldn’t live on, we should just try to
build walls around our country again. The
problem is walls don’t permit this port to op-
erate.

Then others would say there is one other
opportunity and that is simply to have pure
open trade in which our markets are open
to others and we hope that they’ll open their
markets to us. But in a world of stiff competi-
tion what you need is fair rules. What you
need is a genuine market. What we need is
trade that is both free and fair, truly open,
two-way open trade. The port of New Orle-
ans proves that if you have two-way open
trade, Americans will do very well and we’ll
be just fine in the future.

And let me emphasize just one of the ben-
efits that comes from two-way open trade.
We know that jobs tied to international trade,
on balance, pay higher than average wages.
Now in 1992, the year before I took office,
only 20 percent of the new jobs created in
the United States paid above average wages.
Since that time, we have conducted 200 new
trade agreements, 20 with Japan alone. Trade

in America is at an all-time high, up one-
third in 3 years; trade with Japan up more
than a third. In the areas of agreement, the
20 areas of agreement, trade is up 80 percent
with Japan.

What is the result? One big result is that
in 1995, instead of 20 percent, over 55 per-
cent of the new jobs created in this economy
paid above average wages. We have to do
more of that. We have to keep going in that
direction.

And so I say to you, my fellow Americans,
you are pointing the way to the future. Every
step in the future is fraught with uncertainty.
In a dynamic and open world there aren’t
the guarantees that used to exist. But we can
do very well and we can achieve our mission.
But we must not be afraid.

I’m reminded, you know, that whenever
I come home I remember all my old stories,
whenever I come back to the South. I’m re-
minded of the old story of the minister who
had been a fairly bland minister, and he de-
termined that he had to step up his preaching
style. And so he worked and worked and
worked for months to develop a sermon that
he felt was the finest, most barn-burning,
most emotion-generating sermon he had
ever delivered. And he filled the church one
day and boy, he gave a stem-winder. Nobody
could believe it, it was magnificent. And the
punchline was, ‘‘I want everybody who wants
to go to heaven to stand up right now.’’ And
the whole congregation leapt to their feet,
except one lady in the front row who sat
stone still. And she hadn’t missed a Sunday
in 40 years; the most faithful member of the
church wouldn’t get up.

He was crestfallen. He said, ‘‘Sister Jones,
don’t you want to go to heaven when you
die? And she jumped right up. She said, ‘‘Oh,
I’m sorry, Preacher, I thought you were try-
ing to get up a load to go right now.’’ [Laugh-
ter]

Well, folks, we have to go right now. We
have to go right now into this future. And
you have to send a message that America can
win in this new future. If we work together
and we do the right things and we stay true
to our values, we can win in the future. We
need not be afraid of the world toward which
we are moving if we keep our mission in
mind, if we stay true to our values, and above
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all, if we remember when we are divided we
defeat ourselves; when we are together,
America always wins.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the
Nashville Avenue B Wharf. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Irwin Joseph, president, Port of New
Orleans International Longshoremen’s Associa-
tion; Ron Brinson, president and chief executive
officer, Port of New Orleans; Mayor Marc H.
Morial of New Orleans; and Lt. Gov. Kathleen
Blanco and Attorney General Richard P. Ieyoub
of Louisiana.

Remarks to the Community at Fort
Polk, Louisiana
March 18, 1996

Thank you. General Shalikashvili, Deputy
Secretary White, General Sheehan, General
Tilelli, General Shelton, Admiral Miller,
General Sherfield, Command Sergeant
Major Austin, Command Sergeant Major
Laye; to the Members of Congress who are
here, Senators Johnston and Breaux and
Congressmen Jefferson, Fields, Hayes, and
McCrery; to the members of the Joint Readi-
ness Training Center, the members of the
Fort Polk community, to the Department of
Defense civilians, and to all the men and
women of America’s Armed Forces. Let me
say I was very impressed by that recent ma-
neuver where you rushed the ropes—[laugh-
ter]—and I was very impressed when all the
people behind you rushed up behind you,
and I know you’re a lot warmer now and
that’s the main reason you did it. [Laughter]
I wish you were about 5 feet taller, you could
be a wind breaker for us up here. [Laughter]

I am delighted to be the first sitting Presi-
dent ever to visit Fort Polk. I know well the
Joint Readiness Training Center, as some of
you may know, before it came here it was
located in my home State when I was Gov-
ernor, in Little Rock at the air base there
and at Fort Chaffee. I must say when I was
Governor and it was announced that we were
losing the JRT Center to Fort Polk, I had
some qualms about it. But from the looks
of things today, it’s been a good move, it’s
stronger than ever before and the JRTC is

serving the United States well. Thank you
very much.

As all of you know, I come here today pri-
marily to stand with the veterans of Oper-
ation Uphold Democracy, the men and
women who restored freedom to Haiti. We
have been true to our word and true to our
mission because of your skill and profes-
sionalism. The vast majority of our forces
have returned from Haiti on time, just as we
said they would. The last 500 American
peacekeepers are now packing up and in less
than 30 days they too will be home.

You made history by showing once again
that when America acts on behalf of its values
and its interests, it gets the job done. You
undertook a difficult task and every single
one of you who served in Haiti can say with
great pride, mission accomplished. You made
a difference for our Nation’s security and for
a neighbor in need. We and other nations
will now have to help Haiti in the hard road
ahead of it, but the military job was done,
done by you and other allies who came to
work with you. And for that, every single one
of you should be very proud.

Eighteen months ago our Nation faced a
serious challenge. Just a few hundred miles
from our shores a brutal regime was torturing
and murdering the citizens of Haiti. More
than 3,000 of them had been killed in a reign
of terror. The democracy that they had voted
for in overwhelming numbers was stolen
from the people. Tens of thousands were
fleeing to America and to other nations in
unsafe boats and rafts, and many died along
the way. There was a clear threat to our bor-
ders and to the civility of our region. Because
it was the right thing to do and because it
was in our interest, we decided to intervene.
We gave our word that democracy would be
restored. And because the military dictators
came to the United States and broke their
word when they promised to leave, you, the
men and women of Uphold Democracy, kept
America’s word.

From beginning to end, this mission was
a testament to the skill and professionalism
of America’s Armed Forces. The coup lead-
ers knew from the outset they were facing
the best trained, the best equipped, the best
prepared fighting force on Earth. When they
learned that the 82d Airborne and other units

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:11 Jan 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P12MR4.019 p12mr4



527Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Mar. 18

were on the way, they gave way. That en-
abled our troops to land on the ground with-
out bloodshed and prove once again that our
military might is the indispensable muscle
behind our diplomacy. You are trained to
fight. Time and again, you have stood down
aggression and triumphed in battle.

In Haiti you came to a different kind of
mission and showed the world another side
of America’s magnificent military. You and
our troops who are now in Bosnia have dem-
onstrated a dedication to fighting for peace
as great as your ability to prevail in war.
You’ve paved the way for the return of Haiti’s
democratic Government. You took guns off
the street. You helped to develop a local po-
lice. You gave the people there a new sense
of security. You fixed the roads and bridges
and bought the food and medicine and
cleared the way for a return to normal civ-
ilized life. You gave the people of Haiti the
breathing space they need to reclaim their
democracy, to get their economy started, to
undertake the hard work that only they can
do of building a free nation. Now Haiti has
enjoyed its first democratic transfer of power
in 200 years as a nation, thanks to you.

While the country remains poor, while its
institutions remain fragile, this country now
has better prospects for the future than at
any time in the past. You did the job. When
I sent America’s troops to Haiti in September
of 1994, joined by 27 other countries’ troops,
I said that the United States forces would
remain through the inauguration of a new
president. That took place on the 7th of Feb-
ruary.

I want to now thank and ask you to join
me in thanking the extraordinary men who
led the U.S. and the U.N. efforts in Haiti,
General Hugh Shelton, General Dave Meed,
General George Fisher, and General Joe
Kinzer. Let’s give them a big hand for their
service and leadership. [Applause]

There was a lot of extraordinary service
from others in uniform as well, people like
Army Special Forces Sergeant First Class
Gregory Cardot, who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice. Today we remember his loss. We
honor his devotion to duty. And we honor
that of all those of Uphold Democracy. Like
American service men and women every-

where, those of you who served in Haiti went
above and beyond the call of duty.

I would like to mention just a few of those
in closing who went the extra distance and
made the extra difference. Sergeant First
Class Joseph Register, Jr., saw a mob beating
a Haitian man. Ignoring his own safety, Ser-
geant Register plunged into the crowd,
shielded the badly wounded man, and gave
him first aid. He protected the man despite
great personal risk until other soldiers arrived
to help. And he probably saved that man’s
life. For his brave actions, Sergeant Register
received the Soldier’s Medal, the Army’s
highest peacetime award for heroism.

Airman First Class Patricia Hasboun, who
we just saw receive the Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, used her own Creole lan-
guage skills to help teach a Haitian town’s
police chief to drive as she distributed food
and toys and clothes to orphanages through-
out Haiti.

While on patrol in Port-Au-Prince, Staff
Sergeant Mark Maxwell and Sergeant Bill
Fitzpatrick, now stationed here at Fort Polk,
pushed through a crowd to find a woman
lying on the ground in labor and in great
pain. Sergeant Fitzpatrick secured the area;
Staff Sergeant Maxwell, using his skills from
the combat lifesaver course, delivered that
woman’s healthy baby boy.

Special Forces Staff Sergeant Jorge Ramos
took it upon himself to restore the sanitation
system and public washing facilities in the
town of Leogane. He organized local volun-
teers and gave a community that had been
badly neglected one of the essentials of a de-
cent existence. And out of gratitude to the
sergeant and his troops, the townspeople
painted a 4-foot-high replica of his Special
Forces patch on a nearby wall.

These are only a few of the stories of Up-
hold Democracy. We know that our success
in Haiti would never have been possible
without the strong support of the military
families of Operation Uphold Democracy.
And I would like to now say a special word
of thanks to all of them. We Americans know
that the burden of our leadership in the
world weighs heavily on the families of men
and women in uniform, here and around the
world. We ask our troops to travel a long
way from home, to be apart from their loved
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ones for long periods of time, to take on dif-
ficult and dangerous missions. So I thank
them.

And let me also say here publicly what I
will have a chance in a few moments to say
personally, to the families of the troops in
Bosnia who are here today, we also honor
your strength and your sacrifice. You are giv-
ing the people of Bosnia an opportunity for
peace. You are helping to prevent the recur-
rence of the most vicious bloodshed Europe
has known since the end of World War II
and to prevent a widened war which could
have drawn in American forces in the fight-
ing. We know it’s tough for one parent to
be left to carry all the family responsibilities,
to bear the extra burden of running a house-
hold and raising the family. We ask a great
deal. But time and again, America’s military
families deliver too.

All of you have shown what is best about
our country: the determination to stand up
for freedom and to stand against oppression,
the readiness to give a helping hand, to do
all of that together as one America. I thank
you for that. Your example explains why peo-
ple all over the world look to America for
hope and for inspiration. We can’t be every-
where, and we can’t do everything. But
where we can make a difference and where
our values and interests are at stake, we must
act. That was the case in Haiti. You acted
and acted well, above and beyond the call
of duty.

I congratulate you on your tremendous
achievement. I thank you for a job well done.
Your Nation is grateful and proud. God bless
you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. on the
parade ground. In his remarks, he referred to
Gen. John M. Shalikashvili, USA, Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff; Deputy Secretary of Defense John
P. White; Gen. John J. Sheehan, USMC, Com-
mander in Chief, Atlantic Command; Gen. John
H. Tilelli, Jr., USA, Army Vice Chief of Staff; Gen.
Henry H. Shelton, USAF, Commander in Chief,
U.S. Special Operations Command; Adm. Paul D.
Miller, USN, (Ret.); Brig. Gen. Michael B.
Sherfield, USA, Commander, Joint Readiness
Training Center; Command Sgt. Maj. Johnny Aus-
tin, Joint Readiness Training Center; and Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Jesse Laye, U.S. Atlantic Com-
mand.

Remarks to the Community in
Alexandria, Louisiana
March 18, 1996

The President. Ladies and gentlemen,
thank you for waiting in the cold and the
wind. I am so glad to be here. I want to thank
the Tioga High School band for playing.
Didn’t they do a great job? [Applause] Mayor
Randolph, Mayor Baden, Senator Johnston,
Senator Breaux, Congressman Fields, Con-
gressman Jefferson, Chairman Meyer, I am
delighted to be here, and I thank you for
waiting for me.

I want to talk just a minute, very briefly,
about what you have done here with England
Air Force Base and why that’s a model of
what I hope we’ll see more of all across
America. You know, when the cold war
ended and we were moving into this global
economy the first thing that happened that
scared a lot of Americans was the need to
downsize the military and the plain need that
the country had to reduce the size of our
bases. A lot of people were afraid, but you
people were not afraid. You worked together,
and you were determined to make some good
things happen here.

And I have to tell you that I have been
all over this country looking at military bases.
I have worked with communities all over
America, personally, to help them start their
communities up and to use these bases as
economic assets. There is no place in the en-
tire United States that has done a better job
than Alexandria has.

Now what I want to say, even in all this
wind, is that there are other challenges facing
us. You read in the press, I’m sure, that some
big companies, for example, are restructuring
and laying off a lot of people. All the time
in this economy there are jobs being created,
jobs being abolished, jobs being created, jobs
being abolished. But what I want to say to
you is that this country is moving in the right
direction. We have 8.4 million more jobs
today than we had 3 years ago because the
American people, when they work together,
can find ways to solve problems, meet chal-
lenges, and move forward.

And if we will commit ourselves to a few
simple things, educating all of our children
and providing education for adults whenever
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they lose jobs, the moment they lose jobs;
making the most of our resources; selling
America’s products around the world; and
taking the things we have in this country, like
these military bases, and turning them into
opportunities; and if we will commit to say
if a person loses a job they at least ought
to be able to carry their health insurance and
their pension with them so they can take care
of their families when they start anew, if we
will commit ourselves to making it possible
for people to start small businesses and for
every community in America to participate
in the economic recovery, then this country
is going to do just fine.

I want you to know, when I became Presi-
dent, because I had been through a base clos-
ing in my home State, I started a whole new
program to get the Pentagon to move more
quickly, to move properties out and give
them to the communities so that they could
be used to generate jobs. And that is what
we have done now all across America and
we’re using you as a model.

Now let me say that there’s one official
reason we’re all out here on this windy day,
and that is that I am here to take the next
step in the official transition of this Air Force
base to the central Louisiana community by
formally presenting the deed for 165 acres
of the base to Jim Meyer. So I’d like to ask
him to come up here and let me present the
deed, Mr. Meyer?

Here it is. It is now yours.
Mr. Meyer. Thank you.
The President. Thank you again. God

bless you. It’s great to see you. I’ve had a
great day. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at the
England Air Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Ned Randolph of Alexandria; Mayor Fred
Baden of Pineville; and Jim Meyer, chairman,
England Economic and Industrial Development
District.

Remarks on the 1997 Budget and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 19, 1996

The President. I need a lot of help today.
[Laughter] Please be seated. Good after-
noon. Today I am presenting to Congress and

the American people my budget for fiscal
year 1997. This detailed budget plan invests
in our people and balances the budget in 7
years.

The budget continues the economic strat-
egy that I put in place when I took office
of President. Three years ago our economy
was drifting and our deficit was exploding.
In the 12 years before I became President
the deficit had skyrocketed and the national
debt had quadrupled. I was determined that
our Nation must change course and once
again provide growth and opportunity for the
American people.

So we cut the deficit. We invested in edu-
cation and training. We opened foreign mar-
kets to our goods and services through tough
trade agreement. We shrank and reformed
our Government so that it now has the small-
est work force in 30 years, but is still capable
of performing essential functions necessary
to the well-being and the growth of the
American people.

The American economy has turned
around. It is now poised for sustained
growth. Thanks to the ingenuity and hard
work of the American people, our Nation has
created 8.4 million jobs. We have the lowest
combined rate of unemployment, inflation,
and home mortgage rates in 27 years. Ex-
ports are up dramatically, to an all-time high.
Key industries from autos to semiconductors
once again lead the world. And just yesterday
the World Economic Forum said that for the
third year in a row the American economy
was the world’s most productive. In addition
to that, it’s worth noting that in the last cou-
ple of years wages have started rising for the
first time in a decade and as compared with
4 years ago, when only 20 percent of the new
jobs paid above average wages, in 1995 over
55 percent of the new jobs paid above aver-
age wages.

But there is more to do. We must press
on. The most important thing we can do to
keep our economy growing is to finish the
job of balancing the budget in a way that
reflects our values. In 1992, I pledged to cut
the deficit in half and to continue cutting it
after that. We are cutting the deficit in half.
I’m proud to say that my 1997 budget is the
first budget presented by a President of ei-
ther party in nearly two decades to come to
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balance using the numbers of both Congress
and the executive branch.

It cuts unnecessary spending in hundreds
of Government programs. It reforms welfare,
putting in place a system that ends welfare
as we know it and moves more people from
welfare to work. It honors our values by pro-
tecting Medicare and Medicaid and investing
in our future through education and the envi-
ronment. It closes corporate loopholes and
cuts taxes for working families and small
businesses. Most important, this is the sec-
ond year of the plan I presented to the Amer-
ican people to balance the budget in 7 years.
This budget underscores my personal deter-
mination. We will balance the budget. The
best way for that to happen is for Congress
and I to work together.

In the coming weeks, we must seize the
opportunity we now have to give the Amer-
ican people a moment of real bipartisan
achievement. Over the last several months
I have worked closely with the bipartisan
congressional leadership. We have spent
hours and hours together in serious and pro-
ductive discussions. The congressional lead-
ers and I have identified $700 billion in sav-
ings common to both our plans. That is more
than enough to balance the budget in 7 years
and to provide a tax cut.

I am ready to work with the leaders of
Congress to finish the job. Toward that end,
I have invited the bipartisan congressional
leadership to meet with me tomorrow at the
White House. I will urge them to address
our pressing national concerns: balancing the
budget, welfare reform, the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum health care bill, the antiterrorism legis-
lation. And we’ll also discuss the prospects
for progress on all these areas in the weeks
ahead.

We have to meet our common obligation
to act on our urgent national priorities. We
should enact a balanced budget and we
should do it now, not after the November
election, not after the political season, not
later, but now. The American people deserve
nothing less. It is the right thing to do.

Now I’d like to call on the Vice President
to discuss some of the priorities in the budget
that we are pursuing consistent with our
strategy. And then others will come forward
to brief you on other aspects of the budget.

Mr. Vice President.

[At this point, the Vice President made re-
marks.]

Q. Mr. President, have you heard from the
congressional leaders?

The President. We’re going to meet to-
morrow.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Proclamation 6872—Women’s
History Month, 1996
March 19, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
It is impossible to fully appreciate Ameri-

ca’s proud history without recognizing the ex-
traordinary contributions that women have
made to our country since its founding.
Women’s History Month provides an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the countless women who
have enriched our Nation and to ensure that
their achievements—in homes and busi-
nesses, schools and hospitals, courtrooms and
statehouses—will always be remembered.

We have come a long way since Abigail
Adams asked her husband John to ‘‘remem-
ber the ladies’’ when drafting the Constitu-
tion, and we recognize that women not only
have broadened and reshaped the path laid
by our Founding Fathers, but also have made
new avenues toward progress and justice. Fe-
male workers filled the textile mills that
drove the Industrial Revolution. Women like
Susan B. Anthony, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton fought tirelessly for
suffrage and women’s rights. Jane Addams
founded America’s first settlement house for
poor immigrants and established social work
as a new and respected field. And farm and
migrant laborers across the country gained
the leadership of Dolores Huerta when she
joined the newly created United Farm Work-
ers Union.

Indeed, there is no aspect of our history
left untouched by women—from the first
published American poet, Anne Bradstreet;
to Sacajawea, Lewis and Clark’s interpreter
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and guide; to Harriet Tubman, heroine of
the Underground Railroad; to Margaret
Mead, who revolutionized the study of an-
thropology. Writers and artists such as Laura
Ingalls Wilder, Mary Cassatt, Beverly Sills,
Amy Tan, and Martha Graham have captured
our imaginations. Champions like Wilma Ru-
dolph and Bonnie Blair have taken America
to great heights in the international sports
world.

Today, women make up close to half of
our Nation’s labor force, and women-owned
businesses are changing the face of the
American and global economies. But barriers
to equality remain. Despite the efforts of
women like Esther Peterson, a leader in the
effort to end gender-based salary differences,
many women are still paid considerably less
than their male counterparts. Often these
women also struggle with the dual respon-
sibilities of raising a family and meeting the
demands of a full-time job.

Last September, thousands of women
from around the globe met to discuss these
issues at the United Nations Fourth World
Conference on Women in Beijing, China,
and to develop a Platform for Action. The
resulting document represents a powerful
consensus on the need to advance women’s
status by improving access to education,
health care, jobs, and credit. It describes the
fundamental desire of all women to enjoy
basic legal and human rights and to take part
in political life. Only through our commit-
ment to these principles can we forever end
discrimination and injustice based on gender,
promote women’s full participation in all as-
pects of American life, and join people every-
where who seek true equality.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 1996, as
Women’s History Month. I call upon Gov-
ernment officials, educators, and all Ameri-
cans to observe this month with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities; to re-
member year-round the many important
contributions that women make to our coun-
try each day; and to learn and share informa-
tion about women’s history in homes, class-

rooms, and community centers across the
Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:46 a.m., March 20, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 21.

Memorandum on Funds for
International Financial Institutions
and Organizations
March 19, 1996

Presidential Determination No. 96–19

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
523 of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public Law
104–107)

Pursuant to section 523 of the Foreign Op-
erations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public Law
104–107), I hereby certify that withholding
from international financial institutions and
other international organizations and pro-
grams funds appropriated or otherwise made
available pursuant to that Act is contrary to
the national interest.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 20.

Remarks to the National Center for
Tobacco-Free Kids
March 20, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you, Alan.
And I want to thank the Lung Association,
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the Heart Association, the Cancer Society,
all the physicians who are here today with
the various medical groups. Dr. Bristow, it’s
good to see you. And I thank all of you for
being here.

I thank Secretary Shalala and Commis-
sioner Kessler and CDC Director David
Satcher for their leadership. I want to thank
someone who is not here, but who had a lot
to do with this effort; I thank the Vice Presi-
dent, who lost his own beloved sister to lung
cancer, for his strength and leadership in this
endeavor.

Normally, I don’t think the people of
America should give the President an award
for anything, because the President’s job is
award enough. It is an uncommon gift with
a great responsibility. But to tell you the
truth, I’m kind of tickled about this today,
because I admired, indeed I loved Mike
Synar very much. He was a good man and
a brave man who gave the rest of us a great
deal of energy and hope and direction. And
our country could do with a few more like
him, people that just rear back and stand up
and do the right thing. And if it doesn’t work
out, they just laugh and go on and don’t ex-
pect any kind of a blue ribbon or award at
the end of the day.

When I gave the State of the Union Ad-
dress and spoke about the challenges facing
our country as we move into the next century,
I said, and I repeat, that our first challenge—
not the Government, the people’s first chal-
lenge—is to strengthen our families and
cherish all our children and give every single
one of our young people the childhood that
he or she deserves. One of the most impor-
tant things we can do in meeting that chal-
lenge is to protect our children from what
is rapidly becoming the single greatest threat
to their health: cigarette smoking and to-
bacco addition.

This is, like other challenges, as Secretary
Shalala so eloquently said, a challenge we
have to meet together. To be sure, Govern-
ment has a role to play. I want to acknowl-
edge the presence of two other Members of
Congress here today who stood shoulder to
shoulder with Mike Synar, our good friend
Congressman Dick Durbin from Illinois, who
won his primary for the United States Senate
last night. Congratulations, Dick. It is a meas-

ure of his commitment to the issue that I
talked to him after midnight his time last
night, but he suited up and showed up here
today anyway. We thank you. And Congress-
man Marty Meehan from Massachusetts,
thank you, sir, for being here and for your
good work here as well.

I thank the parents of America who have
become increasingly sensitive to this issue
and are working hard to teach their children.
I thank the young people here who are work-
ing hard to reach out to their peers and who
often can have more influence on their peers
than their parents or the President. I thank
the athletes and the entertainers who are
committed to being role models, the busi-
nesses who control access to tobacco prod-
ucts, the teachers, the coaching, the advertis-
ing executives. I thank the health care profes-
sionals and the volunteers.

Because of this great sea of people in
America, what was once the work of a few
lonely activists has grown into a national
movement to protect the health and the fu-
ture of our children. Three thousand young
people start to smoke every day and a thou-
sand of them will have their lives shortened
as a result. It seems to me that as President,
if I say that what I really want is for every
American child who is willing to work for
it to have his or her shot at the American
dream, that cannot be done unless we first
of all try to guarantee them the existence and
the health necessary to pursue their dreams.
And that is also what the rest of us must do.

We have, as all of you know, proposed
ways to crack down on advertising that tells
young people smoking is cool. We’ve pro-
posed ways to make it harder for children
and teenagers to buy cigarettes by reducing
their access to vending machines and free
samples. We issued the Synar regulation in
January to demand that States in return for
the Federal money they received do more
to enforce their own laws against the sale of
tobacco to minors. It’s worth noting here that
it is illegal in every single State of the Union
to sell any form of tobacco to minors.

We’re working closely with State govern-
ments to ensure that the Synar regulations
are implemented quickly and decisively. And
I have to say that so far the results on that
front have been quite encouraging to me.
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All of you I want to thank for supporting
these efforts. All of you who have been fight-
ing for a long time are now working to bring
your experience in new ways to bear on this
effort through the National Center for To-
bacco-Free Kids. And I want to welcome es-
pecially some of the people in this room who
are new to the struggle in this effort, but who
can make all the difference.

First, let me say I am very glad to an-
nounce that two groups of America’s athletes,
heroes to so many young people, have come
forward to help. Young women in particular
are bombarded with billboards which suggest
that smoking is cool and glamorous and a
good way to stay thin. The women of the
U.S. National Soccer Team know better. This
spring and this summer, they are going to
make America proud when they complete in
the Olympics. And just when thousands of
young girls around the country are looking
up to them, they are going to make it clear
that smoking is not cool.

Working with the Federal Government,
they have launched a major promotional ad-
vertisement effort called ‘‘Smoke-Free Kids
and Soccer.’’ The effort, including television
advertising, will be centered around the
team’s matches all across our country leading
up to the Olympics in Atlanta this summer.
It will make a real difference in people’s
lives, and two members of that team are here
today. I would like for them to stand and
be recognized. Thank you very much. [Ap-
plause]

Former major league baseball players Joe
Garagiola and Bill Tuttle, along with Mrs.
Tuttle, have stepped up to the plate to help
get spit tobacco out of baseball. As leaders
of the National Spit Tobacco Education
Campaign, they are working to educate play-
ers about the dangers and to help protect
the health of young fans who look up to
them. In fact, they’ve just come back from
a trip down to spring training in Florida
where they met with team owners and the
players’ union, and they are making some
very impressive progress as well. I want to
ask Joe and Bill and Mrs. Tuttle to stand and
I want to thank them. Thank you so much,
and God bless you. [Applause]

I also want to thank some businesses who
are doing their part. Businesses, of course,

have a right to sell cigarettes to adults, but
they also have a responsibility, a legal one
and a moral one, to prevent cigarette sales
to minors. I’m very proud and happy to an-
nounce that major United States super-
market chains are taking decisive steps to
curtail the sale of cigarettes and tobacco to
young people. A&P company, Giant Food,
and Pratts supermarkets are instituting man-
datory training of all their cashiers to ensure
that they know the law and understand their
obligations to enforce it. That means requir-
ing identification from all young people who
seek to buy cigarettes.

In July, A&P Chairman James Wood will
recommend to the board of directors that
A&P discontinue the use of all vending ma-
chines by the end of the year. Giant is going
to eliminate vending machines in all stores
except for their 24-hour stores. Pratts doesn’t
allow any cigarette vending machines at all.
And in the meantime, A&P and Giant are
converting their vending machines so they
only operate with tokens that must be pur-
chased from a cashier.

I urge every supermarket chain and every
individual grocery store in America to follow
the lead of these three companies and shut
down tobacco sales to minors. I’d like to ask
the people here from those companies to
stand to be recognized today. Thank you very
much. [Applause]

Let me just say one other thing about
them. You know, I spend a great deal of my
time as your President trying to find ways
to both generate more jobs for America and
to help American businesses make more
money, because both those things are very
good for our country. And I’m proud of the
fact that our country has produced in the last
3 years 8.4 million new jobs. And unlike the
past 15 years, almost all of these jobs have
been created in the private sector as we have
downsized the Government.

Therefore, any President and any citizen
must think seriously before we ask a business
to do something that will cost it money. This
decision costs these people money. And they
did it because it was the right thing to do
for America. And I thank you for that very
much.

I want to thank all the activists who are
here in the room who have been recognized
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and those of you who have not. And espe-
cially I’d like to say a word of thanks to the
former employees of tobacco companies who
have stood up to tell the world the truth.
And I want to recognize one in particular,
the late Victor Crawford, whose wife, Linda,
is here today. He was a great champion for
our children. We miss him today. We wish
he were here, and we know he’s smiling
down on us. Thank you, Linda, for being
here, and God bless you.

My friends, we have come a long way in
this endeavor, indeed, a long way since our
administration made the first announcement
about our efforts to reduce tobacco advertis-
ing and tobacco sales to young people. Now
we have supermarket chains, athletes, work-
ers, private citizens who have recognized the
threat tobacco poses. And this movement is
producing results. Just last week there was
a major breakthrough when Liggett agreed
to settle its lawsuits. It became the very first
tobacco company to acknowledge that to-
bacco can be deadly. This is the first crack
in the stone wall of denial. My message to
other tobacco companies is, therefore, simple
and direct: Take responsibility. Sell to adults,
but draw the line on children.

I’m happy that Liggett has also agreed to
begin changing their own advertising prac-
tices so that they have less influence over
young people. That’s a good start. And now
I want them and the other tobacco compa-
nies to go the distance. If selling cigarettes
to minors is illegal, no good corporate citizen
should be aiming advertising at those minors.

My fellow Americans, we can win this
fight. We can save countless lives of our
young people. We can give them the future
that we imagine when we look into the bright
faces of these children who are here. But we
have to do it together. It is folly to pretend
that any one of us, including the President,
can do it alone.

When he graduated from high school in
1968, Mike Synar called on his classmates
to, quote, ‘‘Stand and be counted when the
occasion arises.’’ Well, he always did. This
occasion requires us to do it for him, and
I am honored that we can do it in his name.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House upon receiving
the Mike Synar National Public Service Award
from the Coalition on Smoking OR Health. In
his remarks, he referred to Alan Synar, brother
of the late Representative Mike Synar, and Lonnie
Bristow, president, American Medical Associa-
tion.

Statement on Signing Tax Benefit
Legislation for Military Personnel
Serving in Operation Joint Endeavor
March 20, 1996

Today, in recognition of the sacrifices
members of the U.S. Armed Forces are mak-
ing in and around Bosnia, I signed a bill ex-
tending special tax benefits to military per-
sonnel serving in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, and Macedonia.

During Vietnam and the Gulf war, tax re-
lief was granted to individuals serving in
‘‘combat zones.’’ By extending similar tax
benefits to those supporting peace efforts in
the former Yugoslavia, this legislation recog-
nizes the unique hardships and risks mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces face in non-
combat missions like the one in Bosnia.

I wish to thank Congress for their over-
whelming support and timely passage of this
legislation and also for their recognition of
the hardships encountered by American
troops serving in Operation Joint Endeavor.

NOTE: H.R. 2778, approved March 20, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–117.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on Science,
Technology and American
Diplomacy
March 20, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
I am pleased to transmit this annual report

on Science, Technology and American Diplo-
macy for fiscal year 1995, in accordance with
Title V of the Foreign Relations Act of Fiscal
Year 1979, as amended (Public Law 95–426;
22 U.S.C. 2656c(b)).

Science and technology (S&T) are central
to the goals of economic security, military
strength, and diplomatic engagement—the

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:11 Jan 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P12MR4.021 p12mr4



535Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Mar. 21

vital elements of national security. The wis-
dom of our investments in S&T will signifi-
cantly affect our ability to meet our national
security challenges as we move into the next
century. International cooperation in S&T
serves to prevent and mitigate threats to soci-
ety, increase exports of U.S. technologies,
and promote sustainable development.

The Title V report provides the context for
international science and technology co-
operation in the implementation of our for-
eign policy. This year’s streamlined report
presents an overview of current U.S. S&T
policy, S&T cooperation in the post-Cold
War era, and its relation to foreign policy
goals, such as building democracy, promoting
and maintaining peace, and furthering eco-
nomic growth and sustainable development.
Following the thematic chapters are nar-
ratives on science and technology coopera-
tion with key countries.

We face the challenge of seeking greater
world stability at a critical time in our history.
Finding effective solutions to global prob-
lems that impact Americans can be accom-
plished, in part, through interactions with sci-
entists around the globe. We must continue
to ensure that our country maintains world
leadership in science and technology, and
that international cooperation continues to
advance our broad policy interests.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations; and Ted Stevens, chairman,
Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs.

Remarks to the Independent
Insurance Agents of America
Legislative Conference and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 21, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
First let me welcome the Independent Insur-
ance Agents of America to the White House
and thank President George Shaffer for the
fine statement that he made.

I want to say to the press here assembled
that this is a big announcement out in Amer-

ica. Where Americans live, there are 300,000
agents and their employees in independent
insurance agencies all across this country,
people who know and serve their friends and
neighbors and are active in their community
and are trusted for their judgment on many
issues, not the least of which is health care.
The fact that they have decided to come in
here today and express their support for the
Kassebaum-Kennedy bill is a remarkable act
of statesmanship and good citizenship, and
it will reverberate in every Main Street in
the United States of America.

It is a true bipartisan, almost a nonpartisan
effort to make an honest endeavor to bring
health care to millions of Americans who’ve
been shut out of the market. These people
know the folks who lose their jobs and can’t
get health insurance. These people see across
a small desk in a modest room the people
who can’t get health insurance because
someone in their family has a crippling con-
dition or has once had a serious illness, even
if they have overcome it. The Independent
Insurance Agents are therefore, in some
ways, about the most valuable partner Amer-
ica could have in shaping health care reform.

I want to say again how grateful I am to
President Shaffer and all the other members
here, the incoming president, Ron Smith, my
longtime friend from Arkansas George
Frazier, and the people who work for the
organization here in Washington. They’ve all
done a wonderful job, and I want to thank
them for this.

As the Vice President said, this bill could
help as many as 24 million Americans. That’s
a lot of folks out there, working people, peo-
ple that are working hard to make this coun-
try go, to keep our economy strong and to
keep our communities strong, and most im-
portant of all to raise their children and keep
their families strong. In this new, more dy-
namic economy where we’re creating more
jobs than we have in a very long time, but
where people are also feeling the sting of
change, it is more important than ever before
to pass this legislation.

From the beginning, this proposal has had
enormous bipartisan support. Besides the
strong bipartisan support in the Senate,
which includes 30 Democratic and 23 Re-
publican cosponsors, this bill has been en-
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dorsed by groups representing doctors,
consumer groups, businesses, manufacturing
groups, and citizens. To have the support of
the Independent Insurance Agents of Amer-
ica, and the fact that the bill has passed the
Senate Committee on Labor and Human Re-
sources unanimously, seems to me to vir-
tually guarantee that before long, if Congress
will proceed in good faith, this bill will be
the law of the land, and millions and millions
of American families will be better off and
our whole country will be stronger because
of it.

I am very pleased that the Senate leader-
ship has committed to move this bill expedi-
tiously when the lawmakers return from re-
cess. And I urge the Congress to pass it.

Now, let me also say that I hope this will
become a model for what we can do on other
legislation. I am far from giving up on passing
a balanced budget plan, on passing welfare
reform, on passing strong antiterrorism legis-
lation. If we can do this, we can do those
other things as well. These are important na-
tional priorities, and we ought to be dealing
with them this year. We shouldn’t be de-
terred by the fact that it’s an election year.

Let me just make one other comment
about an issue that has come up in the last
couple of days that I think I need to make
a statement about, and that is the proposal
to repeal the assault weapons ban. That as-
sault weapons ban was adopted after a very
heated debate and a lot of controversy and
a lot of pain, in 1994. There were, clearly,
Members of Congress who lost their seats
because they voted to ban assault weapons
and because they voted for the Brady bill.

The ban covers 19 deadly kinds of assault
weapons and their copies. It didn’t take any
guns away from anybody; it expressly pro-
tected hundreds of hunting and sporting
weapons for the first time in Federal law.
It was passed because America’s law enforce-
ment officials asked for it, every single law
enforcement organization in the country.

It was passed to try to help save the lives
of law enforcement officials who have to go
out on the streets and sometimes face gangs
that are better armed than they are. It was
passed to save the lives of innocent people
who often get caught in crossfires. And I be-
lieve it would be deeply wrong for Congress

to repeal this assault weapons ban and in es-
sence, to take the side of the Washington
gun lobby over the interests of the law en-
forcement people of this country and the
law-abiding citizens of this country. And I
very much hope that it will not pass. It will
endanger law enforcement officials if it does
pass. It will cost more citizens their lives if
it does pass. The only people that will be
benefited are people who engage in illegal
activity.

I believe Congress should reject this ex-
treme step. We ought to keep the assault
weapons ban. And I would like to call upon
the Republican leadership in the Congress
to reconsider their decision to bring this to
a vote. It doesn’t need to be voted on in the
House or the Senate, and if it is passed, I
will veto it. They know I intend to do that.
There is no point in distracting the American
people or the Congress from the important
work before us.

Let me close by saying that this is what
we ought to be doing more of, what we’re
doing here and what the Senate has done
with the Kassebaum-Kennedy bill. Again, I
say that it’s—I rarely make announcements
in this room or in this White House with peo-
ple that are so reflective of Main Street
America on an issue that would have such
a profound impact on ordinary Americans as
this Kassebaum-Kennedy bill.

President Shaffer, and to all the rest of
you, I thank you. You have done a good thing
for your country today. Thank you very
much.

Q. Mr. President, how much do you think
Presidential politics is going to enter into all
these votes?

The President. I hope not very much at
all. It’s a long time ’til election; we don’t need
a work stoppage here. We need to just keep
on working. We’ll have several months for
elections.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to George Frazier, past presi-
dent, Independent Insurance Agents of America.
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Rene Preval of Haiti and
an Exchange With Reporters
March 21, 1996

President Clinton. Let me begin by just
saying how very pleased I am to welcome
President Preval to the White House. This
is our first chance to have a face-to-face
meeting, but we’ve been in regular contact,
and I am anxious to have this chance to dis-
cuss the future of Haiti.

I’m very pleased by the events of the last
year and a half. Haiti has had the first peace-
ful transfer of power in 200 years, from one
democratically elected President to another.
They’ve had parliamentary elections. The in-
stitutions and people who caused so much
of the problems of the past have been
changed, and there is, I think, a new atmos-
phere of hope in the country.

We know that they have significant chal-
lenges, economically and otherwise, and we
are committed to continuing our efforts to
work with our friends around the world, Can-
ada and other places, to try to support Haiti
and to make sure that the great democratic
effort they’re making succeeds.

Economic Reforms in Haiti
Q. What kinds of economic reforms, Mr.

President, would you like to see them pursue
at this point?

President Clinton. Well, I think that we
want to see them work out an achievable plan
of reform to gain the support of the inter-
national financial institutions so we can get
the investment necessary into Haiti to gen-
erate private-sector jobs and grow the econ-
omy. We want to see investors going back
in there again and giving jobs to the people.
We have to do what we can to see that the
benefits of freedom flow to ordinary citizens
through an advance in their economic stand-
ing.

Q. Does that effort have to be picked up,
in your opinion? Are they moving fast
enough?

President Clinton. Well, I want them to
do whatever is necessary to secure the sup-
port of the international financial institutions
as soon as possible, because I think that is
what is necessary to grow the economy. And

I want the President and the country to suc-
ceed, and I think bringing some economic
benefits down there is going to be critical
to that. But we want to support them in other
ways as well.

Product Liability Legislation
Q. Mr. President, do you think that the

product liability bill is beyond redemption or
is there some chance after a veto that it could
be salvaged?

President Clinton. I’ve said all along that
there is legislation in this area that I would
sign. I think that some change is appropriate
and I think Senator Rockefeller made a very
strong effort there. There were some things
put in the conference, as you know, which
I feel very strongly made it worse. But there
are some changes that I think are relatively
modest that could be made that would per-
mit me to sign it. So I still have some hope
that we’ll get a good products liability bill
out of this Congress.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Haiti
President Clinton. Welcome. It is a great

pleasure for me to welcome President Preval
here to the White House. We are all excited
about his visit to the United States and anx-
ious to have a good conversation. I’m very
proud of the progress that Haiti has made
in preserving its freedom and liberty and very
pleased that when he was inaugurated it
marked the first peaceful transfer of power
from one democratically elected President to
another in 200 years.

Now I want to do what I can to be as sup-
portive in Haiti’s efforts to preserve freedom
and democracy and also to advance economi-
cally. I want to see the people of Haiti reap
the benefits of freedom and democracy in
terms of new jobs and new opportunities. So
we will be discussing what we can do to ad-
vance that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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Statement on the Tentative
Agreement To End the General
Motors Strike
March 21, 1996

I am pleased that the United Auto Work-
ers and General Motors have reached a ten-
tative agreement. GM and the UAW have
a long and proud history of working together
to solve their disputes. Both sides have
worked hard to settle this dispute and I con-
gratulate them for spending long hours at the
bargaining table and arriving at a tentative
agreement which will hopefully send more
than 150,000 workers back to their jobs.

When American corporations work to-
gether with their workers, we can meet our
challenge to grow the economy and provide
families higher wages and increased eco-
nomic security.

Executive Order 12993—
Administrative Allegations Against
Inspectors General
March 21, 1996

Certain executive branch agencies are au-
thorized to conduct investigations of allega-
tions of wrongdoing by employees of the
Federal Government. For certain adminis-
trative allegations against Inspectors General
(‘‘IGs’’) and, as explained below, against cer-
tain staff members of the Offices of Inspec-
tors General (‘‘OIGs’’), it is desirable to au-
thorize an independent investigative mecha-
nism.

The Chairperson of the President’s Coun-
cil on Integrity and Efficiency (‘‘PCIE’’) and
the Executive Council on Integrity and Effi-
ciency (‘‘ECIE’’), in consultation with mem-
bers of the Councils, has established an In-
tegrity Committee pursuant to the authority
granted by Executive Order No. 12805.

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to ensure
that administrative allegations against IGs
and certain staff members of the OIGs are
appropriately and expeditiously investigated
and resolved, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The Integrity Committee. (a)
To the extent permitted by law, and in ac-

cordance with this order, the Integrity Com-
mittee shall receive, review, and refer for in-
vestigation allegations of wrongdoing against
IGs and certain staff members of the OIGs.

(b) The Integrity Committee shall consist
of at least the following members:

(1) The official of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (‘‘FBI’’) serving on the
PCIE, as designated by the Director of
the FBI. The FBI member shall serve
as Chair of the Integrity Committee.

(2) The Special Counsel of the Office of
Special Counsel;

(3) The Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics;

(4) Three or more IGs, representing both
the PCIE and the ECIE, appointed by
the Chairperson of the PCIE/ECIE.

(c) The Chief of the Public Integrity Sec-
tion of the Criminal Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice, or his designee, shall serve
as an advisor to the Integrity Committee with
respect to its responsibilities and functions
in accordance with this order.

Sec. 2. Referral of Allegations. (a) The In-
tegrity Committee shall review all allegations
of wrongdoing it receives against an IG who
is a member of the PCIE or ECIE, or against
a staff member of an OIG acting with the
knowledge of the IG or when the allegation
against the staff person is related to an allega-
tion against the IG, except that where an alle-
gation concerns a member of the Integrity
Committee, that member shall recuse him-
self from consideration of the matter.

(b) An IG shall refer any administrative
allegation against a senior staff member to
the Integrity Committee when:

(1) review of the substance of the allega-
tion cannot be assigned to an agency of
the executive branch with appropriate
jurisdiction over the matter; and

(2) the IG determines that an objective in-
ternal investigation of the allegation, or
the appearance thereof, is not feasible.

(c) The Integrity Committee shall deter-
mine if there is a substantial likelihood that
the allegation, referred to it under para-
graphs (a) or (b) of this section, discloses a
violation of any law, rule or regulation, or
gross mismanagement, gross waste of funds
or abuse of authority and shall refer the alle-
gation to the agency of the executive branch
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with appropriate jurisdiction over the matter.
However, if a potentially meritorious admin-
istrative allegation cannot be referred to an
agency of the executive branch with appro-
priate jurisdiction over the matter, the Integ-
rity Committee shall certify the matter to its
Chair, who shall cause a thorough and timely
investigation of the allegation to be con-
ducted in accordance with this order.

(d) If the Integrity Committee determines
that an allegation does not warrant further
action, it shall close the matter without refer-
ral for investigation and notify the Chair-
person of the PCIE/ECIE of its determina-
tion.

Sec. 3. Authority to Investigate. (a) The
Director of the FBI, through his designee
serving as Chairperson of the Integrity Com-
mittee, is authorized and directed to consider
and, where appropriate, to investigate admin-
istrative allegations against the IGs and, in
limited cases as described in sections 2(a)
and 2(b) above, against other staff members
of the OIGs, when such allegations cannot
be assigned to another agency of the execu-
tive branch and are referred by the Integrity
Committee pursuant to section 2(c) of this
order.

(b) At the request of the Director of the
FBI, through his designee serving as Chair-
person, heads of agencies and entities rep-
resented in the PCIE and ECIE may, to the
extent permitted by law, provide resources
necessary to the Integrity Committee. Em-
ployees from those agencies and entities will
be detailed to the Integrity Committee, sub-
ject to the control and direction of the Chair-
person, to conduct an investigation pursuant
to section 2(c): Provided, that such agencies
or entities shall be reimbursed by the agency
or entity employing the subject of the inves-
tigation. Reimbursement for any costs associ-
ated with the detail shall be consistent with
applicable law, including but not limited to
the Economy Act (31 U.S.C. 1535 and 1536),
and subject to the availability of funds.

(c) Nothing in the above delegation shall
augment, diminish, or otherwise modify any
existing responsibilities and authorities of any
other executive branch agency.

Sec. 4. Results of Investigation. (a) The
report containing the results of the investiga-
tion conducted under the supervision of the

Chair of the Integrity Committee shall be
provided to the members of the Integrity
Committee for consideration.

(b) With respect to those matters where
the Integrity Committee has referred an ad-
ministrative allegation to an agency of the ex-
ecutive branch with appropriate jurisdiction
over the matter, the head of that agency shall
provide a report to the Integrity Committee
concerning the scope and results of the in-
quiry.

(c) The Integrity Committee shall assess
the report received under (a) or (b) of this
section and determine whether the results
require forwarding of the report, with Integ-
rity Committee recommendations, to the
Chairperson of the PCIE/ECIE for resolu-
tion. If the Integrity Committee determines
that the report requires no further referral
or recommendations, it shall so notify the
Chairperson of the PCIE/ECIE.

(d) Where the Chairperson of the PCIE/
ECIE determines that dissemination of the
report to the head of the subject’s employing
agency or entity is appropriate, the head of
the agency or entity shall certify to the Chair-
person of the PCIE/ECIE within sixty 60
days that he has personally reviewed the re-
port, what action, if any, has been or is to
be taken, and when any action taken will be
completed. The PCIE/ECIE Chairperson
may grant the head of the entity or agency
a 30-day extension when circumstances ne-
cessitate such extension.

(e) The Chairperson of the PCIE/ECIE
shall report to the Integrity Committee the
final disposition of the matter, including what
action, if any, has been or is to be taken by
the head of the subject’s employing agency
or entity. When the Integrity Committee re-
ceives notice of the final disposition, it shall
advise the subject of the investigation that
the matter referred to the Integrity Commit-
tee for review has been closed.

Sec. 5. Procedures. (a) The Integrity Com-
mittee, in conjunction with the Chairperson
of the PCIE/ECIE, shall establish the poli-
cies and procedures necessary to ensure con-
sistency in conducting investigations and re-
porting activities under this order.

(b) Such policies and procedures shall
specify the circumstances under which the
Integrity Committee, upon review of a com-
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plaint containing allegations of wrongdoing,
may determine that an allegation is without
merit and therefore the investigation is un-
warranted. A determination by the Integrity
Committee that an investigation is unwar-
ranted shall be considered the Integrity
Committee’s final disposition of the com-
plaint.

(c) The policies and procedures may be
expanded to encompass other issues related
to the handling of allegations against IGs and
others covered by this order.

Sec. 6. Records Maintenance. All records
created and received pursuant to this order
are records of the Integrity Committee and
shall be maintained by the FBI.

Sec. 7. Judicial Review. This order is in-
tended only to improve the internal manage-
ment of the executive branch and is not in-
tended to create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law by
a party against the United States, its agencies,
its officers, or any person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 21, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 25, 1996]

NOTE:: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 22, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
March 26.

Executive Order 12994—Continuing
the President’s Committee on
Mental Retardation and Broadening
Its Membership and Responsibilities
March 21, 1996

The President’s Committee on Mental Re-
tardation, established by Executive Order
No. 11280 on May 11, 1966, as superseded
by Executive Order No. 11776 on March 28,
1974, has organized national planning, stimu-
lated development of plans, policies and pro-
grams, and advanced the concept of commu-
nity participation in the field of mental retar-
dation.

National goals have been established to:

(1) promote full participation of people
with mental retardation in their commu-
nities;

(2) provide all necessary supports to peo-
ple with mental retardation and their
families for such participation;

(3) reduce the occurrence and severity of
mental retardation by one-half by the
year 2010;

(4) assure the full citizenship rights of all
people with mental retardation, includ-
ing those rights secured by such land-
mark statutes as the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law
101–336 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.);

(5) recognize the right of all people with
mental retardation to self-determination
and autonomy, to be treated in a non-
discriminatory manner, and to exercise
meaningful choice, with whatever sup-
ports are necessary to effectuate these
rights;

(6) recognize the right of all people with
mental retardation to enjoy a quality of
life that promotes independence, self-
determination, and participation as pro-
ductive members of society; and

(7) promote the widest possible dissemina-
tion of information on models, pro-
grams, and services in the field of men-
tal retardation.

The achievement of these goals will re-
quire the most effective possible use of pub-
lic and private resources.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States of America, in-
cluding the Federal Advisory Committee
Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App. 2), it is here-
by ordered as follows:

Section 1. Committee Continued and Re-
sponsibilities Expanded. The President’s
Committee on Mental Retardation (the
‘‘Committee’’), with expanded membership
and expanded responsibilities, is hereby con-
tinued in operation.

Sec. 2. Composition of Committee. (a) The
Committee shall be composed of the follow-
ing members:

(1) The Secretary of Health and Human
Services;

(2) The Secretary of Education;
(3) The Attorney General;

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:11 Jan 08, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P12MR4.022 p12mr4



541Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Mar. 22

(4) The Secretary of Labor;
(5) The Secretary of Housing and Urban

Development;
(6) The Chief Executive Officer of the

Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service (formerly ACTION);

(7) The Commissioner of Social Security;
(8) The Chair of the Equal Employment

Opportunity Commission;
(9) The Chairperson of the National Coun-

cil on Disability;
(10) No more than 21 other members who

shall be appointed to the Committee by
the President. These citizen members
shall consist of individuals who rep-
resent a broad spectrum of perspectives,
experience, and expertise on mental re-
tardation, and shall include self-advo-
cates with mental retardation and mem-
bers of families with a child or adult with
mental retardation, and persons em-
ployed in either the public or the private
sector. Except as the President may
from time to time otherwise direct, ap-
pointees under this paragraph shall have
two-year terms, except that an appoint-
ment made to fill a vacancy occurring
before the expiration of a term shall be
made for the balance of the unexpired
term.

(b) The President shall designate the Chair
of the Committee from the 21 citizen mem-
bers. The Chair shall advise and counsel the
Committee and represent the Committee on
appropriate occasions.

Sec. 3. Functions of the Committee. (a)
The Committee shall provide such advice
and assistance in the area of mental retarda-
tion as the President or Secretary of Health
and Human Services may request, and par-
ticularly shall advise with respect to the fol-
lowing areas:

(1) evaluating and monitoring the national
efforts to establish appropriate policies
and supports for people with mental re-
tardation;

(2) providing suggestions for improvement
in the delivery of mental retardation
services, including preventive services,
the promulgation of effective and hu-
mane policies, and the provision of nec-
essary supports;

(3) identifying the extent to which various
Federal and State programs achieve the
national goals in mental retardation de-
scribed in the preamble to this order
and have a positive impact on the lives
of people with mental retardation;

(4) facilitating liaison among Federal,
State, and local governments, founda-
tions, nonprofit organizations, other pri-
vate organizations, and citizens concern-
ing mental retardation;

(5) developing and disseminating such in-
formation as will tend to reduce the inci-
dence and severity of mental retarda-
tion; and

(6) promoting the concept of community
participation and development of com-
munity supports for citizens with mental
retardation.

(b) The Committee shall make an annual
report, through the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, to the President concerning
mental retardation. Such additional reports
may be made as the President may require
or as the Committee may deem appropriate.

Sec. 4. Cooperation by Other Agencies. To
assist the Committee in providing advice to
the President, Federal departments and
agencies requested to do so by the Commit-
tee shall designate liaison officers to the
Committee. Such officers shall, on request
by the Committee, and to the extent per-
mitted by law, provide the Committee with
information on department and agency pro-
grams that do contribute to or could contrib-
ute to achievement of the President’s goals
in the field of mental retardation.

Sec. 5. Administration. (a) The Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services shall,
to the extent permitted by law, provide the
Committee with necessary staff, administra-
tive services, and facilities and funding.

(b) Each member of the Committee, ex-
cept any member who receives other com-
pensation from the United States Govern-
ment, may receive compensation for each
day he or she is engaged in the work of the
Committee, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C.
3109), and may also receive travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as
authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707), for
persons employed intermittently in the Gov-
ernment service. Committee members with
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disabilities may be compensated for attend-
ant expenses, consistent with Government
procedures and practices.

(c) The Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall perform such other functions
with respect to the Committee as may be
required by the provisions of the Federal Ad-
visory Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C.
App. 2), except that of reporting to the Con-
gress.

Sec. 6. Construction. Nothing in this order
shall be construed as subjecting any Federal
agency, or any function vested by law in, or
assigned pursuant to law to, any Federal
agency, to the authority of the Committee
or as abrogating or restricting any such func-
tion in any manner.

Sec. 7. Superseded Authority. Executive
Order No. 11776 is hereby superseded.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 21, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 25, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 22, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
March 26.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Haiti
March 21, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am providing you my fourth report on

the continuing deployment of U.S. Armed
Forces to Haiti, most of whom have served
as part of the United Nations Mission in Haiti
(UNMIH). I am providing this update of
events in Haiti, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, to ensure that the Congress
is kept fully informed regarding U.S. support
for the successful efforts of UNMIH to assist
the Government of Haiti in sustaining a se-
cure and stable environment, protecting
international personnel and key installations,
establishing the conditions for holding elec-
tions, and professionalizing its security
forces.

As you know, pursuant to U.N. Security
Counsel Resolution 975, UNMIH was au-

thorized to assume responsibility for the
U.S.-led Multinational Force for peacekeep-
ing operations in Haiti. Through the pres-
ence of UNMIH and its support to the Unit-
ed Nations-Organization of American States
International Civilian Mission, a tremendous
improvement in the observance of basic
human rights in Haiti has been achieved.
Over 5,000 Haitian police have received pro-
fessional training and continued to be ob-
served by and receive guidance from
UNMIH international civilian police mon-
itors. Haiti’s Presidential election on Decem-
ber 17, 1995, led to the first-ever transition
from one democratically elected President to
another on February 7, 1996.

In Resolution 1048 of February 29, 1996,
the U.N. Security Council extended
UNMIH’s mandate for a period of 4 months
and authorized a decrease in the troop level
of UNMIH to no more than 1,200. Begin-
ning in January of this year, there has been
a phased reduction in the number of U.S.
military personnel assigned to UNMIH. At
present, 309 U.S. personnel remain a part
of UNMIH, primarily providing logistical,
aviation, psychological operations, engineer-
ing, staff, and medical support. These forces
are equipped for combat. By April 15 we ex-
pect to withdraw all U.S. military personnel
from UNMIH.

In addition to U.S. personnel assigned to
UNMIH, U.S. military personnel are as-
signed to the U.S. Support Group Haiti as
part of the FAIRWINDS exercise. Over the
past 6 months, the Support Group has dem-
onstrated the capabilities of U.S. military en-
gineers to deploy overseas in an austere envi-
ronment and has also provided training op-
portunities for military engineering, support,
medical, and civic affairs personnel. Through
this exercise, substantial humanitarian and
civic assistance has been provided to the Hai-
tian people. This assistance has included the
repair and restoration of nine schools and
one hospital and the drilling of wells in order
to provide potable water to two remote com-
munities. Currently, the Support Group con-
sists of 184 military personnel, who are under
U.S. command and follow U.S. rules of en-
gagement.

There have been no serious security inci-
dents or civil disturbances involving attacks
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on or gunfire by U.S. forces since my last
report.

I have taken the measures described above
in order to further important U.S. foreign
policy goals and interests, including the res-
toration of democracy and respect for human
rights in Haiti. I have ordered the continued
deployment of U.S. forces in Haiti pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive, and in accordance with
various statutory authorities.

I remain committed to consulting closely
with the Congress on our foreign policy, and
I will continue to keep the Congress fully
informed about significant deployments of
our Armed forces.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 22.

Proclamation 6873—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 1996
March 22, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
While Hellenic literature, art, architecture,

and philosophy have profoundly influenced
western civilization for over 2,000 years, de-
mocracy remains the most precious gift to
our world from the Greeks of ancient times.
This manner of government, placing author-
ity directly into the hands of the people, has
long fulfilled the needs and aspirations of
freedom-loving nations around the world.
Our founders chose to adopt the democratic
system when declaring America’s liberty, just
as the Greek Constitution enshrines democ-
racy as the governing rule of the Hellenic
Republic.

It is one of history’s great ironies that
Greece, the birthplace of democracy, was
subject for centuries to foreign domination,

culminating in almost four hundred years of
political suppression by the Ottoman Em-
pire. The Greeks’ age-old love of liberty re-
main strong, however, and in 1821, Greece
began its successful struggle for self-deter-
mination.

Today, as we commemorate the one hun-
dred and seventy-fifth anniversary of Greek
independence, the citizens of Greece and the
United States remember that with democ-
racy come great responsibilities—to seek
peaceful solutions to civil differences, to fos-
ter freedom and human rights in all nations,
and to ensure that our laws continue to build
upon our strong democratic foundation.

Standing shoulder to shoulder, Americans
and Greeks fought for these principles on the
battlefields of World War II and through the
dark days of the Cold War. Today, while we
celebrate Greek independence, we also re-
member all those around the world who still
endure oppression and are denied economic,
social, or political freedom. In recent years
we have seen many nations break the bonds
of tyranny, and we must continue to support
others who seek to embrace democracy’s
promise. In doing so, we look forward to a
day when people everywhere enjoy the rights
and liberties that Greeks and Americans are
so proud to share.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1996,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of March,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 26, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on March 27.
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Statement on Signing the Eleventh
Continuing Resolution

March 22, 1996

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 165,
the eleventh continuing resolution for fiscal
1996.

House Joint Resolution 165 provides for
a temporary extension of appropriations—
March 23 through March 29—for activities
funded in four of the five appropriations bills
that have not been enacted into law. For
AFDC/Foster Care, funding is provided
through April 3 to avoid disruption of pay-
ments to States, which are normally made
on the first of each month. The District of
Columbia receives no new Federal funds, but
retains authority to use local funds.

The reason that I must sign yet another
continuing resolution is that the Congress
still has not passed five of this year’s appro-
priations bills in acceptable form. If I do not
sign this measure the Government will shut
down for a third time.

Six months through the fiscal year, almost
three-quarters of the nondefense budget of
the Federal Government is being provided
through this continuing resolution rather
than through enactment of freestanding ap-
propriations bills. For the sake of school dis-
tricts and others who depend on these funds,
this cannot continue. As we work to balance
the budget and control discretionary spend-
ing, we must protect our Nation’s invest-
ments in education, the environment, law en-
forcement, and technology.

Therefore, I urge the Congress to send me
legislation for the remaining fiscal 1996 ap-
propriations bills in acceptable form, and to
do so before it adjourns for the Easter recess.
We must work to resolve our differences over
this legislation. I am committed to doing so.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 22, 1996.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 165, approved March 22, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–118.

Joint Statement by France, United
Kingdom, and the United States on
the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone
Treaty
March 22, 1996

The governments of the French Republic,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and the United States of
America will sign on Monday, March 25,
1996 the three additional protocols to the
South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty,
which is also known as the Treaty of
Rarotonga.

Last year’s NPT Review and Extension
Conference agreed that internationally rec-
ognized nuclear weapon free zones, based on
arrangements freely arrived at among the
states of the region concerned, enhance
international peace and security. The Con-
ference also agreed that the cooperation of
all the nuclear weapon states and their re-
spect and support for the relevant protocols
is necessary for the maximum effectiveness
of such zones and the relevant protocols.

Our decision to sign the protocols to the
Treaty of Rarotonga demonstrates our clear
support for a nuclear weapon free zone in
the South Pacific.

It is also an important further milestone
in demonstrating our commitment to nuclear
nonproliferation.

It underlines our wish to see a permanent
end to nuclear testing throughout the world.
It will give a further boost to the negotiations
for a comprehensive test ban treaty, which
we believe should be completed in the first
half of 1996.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this statement.

Statement on the Farm Bill
March 22, 1996

I have reviewed the work of the conferees
on the farm bill. While I strongly favor some
aspects of the final bill, I have very serious
reservations about it.

However, farmers need to know the condi-
tions under which they are operating as they
head out into their fields in the coming
weeks, and the hour is growing late. For that
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reason, I will, with some reluctance, sign this
bill when Congress presents it to me. Let
me be clear: I am firmly committed to work-
ing with Congress next year to strengthen the
farm safety net, and I plan to propose legisla-
tion to do so.

I am especially disappointed that the bill
does not provide as strong a safety net for
family farmers as it should. It provides fixed
payments without regard to whether farmers
are receiving adequate income from the mar-
ket, yet leaves farmers without protection in
the event of natural disasters or other cir-
cumstances that sharply reduce their income.

I am pleased that the bill provides signifi-
cant funds for conservation and environ-
mental enhancement programs and that it
will channel additional needed funds to rural
development and agricultural research pro-
grams through the Fund for Rural America.
The bill also reauthorizes nutrition programs
for another 2 years and gives farmers the
planting flexibility they need to plant for the
market, not for Government programs.

I look forward to working with Congress
next year in a process that involves all inter-
ested groups to make this a truly farmer-
friendly farm bill.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 18
In the morning, the President traveled to

New Orleans, LA. In the afternoon, he trav-
eled to Leesville, where he met at Fort Polk
with family members of U.S. troops who are
serving in Bosnia. In the early evening, the
President traveled to Alexandria, LA, where
he attended a performance of the musical
drama ‘‘Messiah’’ at the United Pentecostal
Church. He then returned to Washington,
DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christopher Robert Hill as Ambas-

sador to the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, George Ward, Jr., as Ambas-
sador to Namibia, and Sharon P. Wilkinson
as Ambassador to Burkina Faso.

March 19
The President announced his intention to

nominate Dane Farnsworth Smith as Ambas-
sador to Senegal.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gina McDonald to the National
Council on Disability.

The President declared a major disaster in
the State of Oregon and ordered Federal aid
to supplement State and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by severe storms and
high winds on December 10–12, 1995.

March 20
In the morning, the President met with

congressional leaders in the Oval Office to
discuss the budget negotiations.

The President declared a major disaster in
the State of Alabama and ordered Federal
aid to supplement State and local recovery
efforts in the area struck by severe storms,
flooding, and tornadoes on March 5–6.

March 21
In the afternoon, the President attended

a meeting with National Security Adviser An-
thony Lake and Ian Paisley, leader of North-
ern Ireland’s Democratic Unionist Party, in
the National Security Adviser’s office.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Brady C. Williamson to be Chair and
a member of the National Bankruptcy Re-
view Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Alfred Gottschalk and Nathan
Shapell to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Genta Hawkins Holmes as Ambas-
sador to Australia, Kenneth C. Brill as Am-
bassador to Cyprus, Day Olin Mount as Am-
bassador to Iceland, Glen Robert Rase as
Ambassador to Brunei Darussalam, and
Thomas C. Hubbard as Ambassador to the
Philippines and Palau.

March 22
The President announced his intention to

nominate Lino Gutierrez as Ambassador to
Nicaragua, Dennis K. Hays as Ambassador
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to Suriname, Dennis C. Jett as Ambassador
to Peru, James Francis Creagan as Ambas-
sador to Honduras, and Donald J. Planty as
Ambassador to Guatemala.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted March 18

Christopher Robert Hill,
of Rhode Island, a career member of the
Senior Foreign Service, class of Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia.

Dane Farnsworth Smith, Jr.,
of New Mexico, a career member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun-
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Senegal.

George F. Ward, Jr.,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Namibia.

Sharon P. Wilkinson,
of New York, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Burkina Faso.

Submitted March 20

Ginger Ehn Lew,
of California, to be Deputy Administrator of
the Small Business Administration, vice Cas-
sandra M. Pulley, resigned.

Gina McDonald,
of Kansas, to be a member of the National
Council on Disability for a term expiring
September 17, 1998, vice Larry Brown, Jr.,
term expired.

Submitted March 21

Kenneth C. Brill,
of California, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Cyprus.

Genta Hawkins Holmes,
of California, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Australia.

Thomas C. Hubbard,
of Tennessee, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of the Philippines and to
serve concurrently and without additional
compensation as Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Palau.

Day Olin Mount,
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Iceland.

Glen Robert Rase,
of Florida, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Brunei Darussalam.

Calvin D. Buchanan,
of Mississippi, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Northern District of Mississippi for a term
of 4 years, vice Robert Q. Whitwell, resigned.
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Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released March 16

Announcement of the President’s letter to
congressional leaders on product liability leg-
islation

Released March 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary David Johnson on the Presi-
dent’s visit with families of U.S. troops serv-
ing in Bosnia

Released March 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
the Office of Management and Budget Alice
Rivlin, Deputy Secretary of the Treasury
Lawrence H. Summers, and Chair of the
Council of Economic Advisers Joseph Stiglitz
on the fiscal year 1997 budget

Released March 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the Quick Impact assistance package for
Bosnia

Fact sheet on the Quick Impact assistance
package for Bosnia

Released March 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser Samuel Berger on the
President’s meeting with President Rene
Preval of Haiti

Fact sheet on the restoration of democracy
to Haiti

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved March 20

H.R. 2778 / Public Law 104–117
To provide that members of the Armed
Forces performing services for the peace-
keeping efforts in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, and Macedonia shall be entitled to
tax benefits in the same manner as if such
services were performed in a combat zone,
and for other purposes
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